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With three-year-olds use READ-TO-ME 
CARDS, new picture cards for the 
children to take home each Sunday 


Here is the fine additional resource material for use with three-year-olds 
that their teachers and parents have requested! 


Issued quarterly, these “take-home pieces” contain 15 cards for the child, an 


instruction card for the teacher and one to be sent to parents at the beginning 
of the quarter. 


Each of the children’s cards has a two-color picture and a line of text to help 
the child recall or relive an experience at church. The back of the card includes 
suggestions for the parents’ use of the card, brief stories, and a list of other 
stories from the pupil’s book to be read aloud. Thirteen cards are for the 
child to take home each Sunday; the remaining two are to be sent on special 
occasions, such as his birthday, Christmas, Easter, when he is sick, absent, etc. 


The cards correspond to the numbers of the sessions in At Church with Three- 
Year-Olds. Drawings include biblical story pictures and child-life scenes. 


Enrich the nursery church school program with READ-TO-ME CARDS. The 
three-year-olds will be delighted with them—and so will their teachers and 
parents! 


Quarterly packet, 17 5’ x 7” cards in envelope for one child, 35 cents 
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Friday, the Thirteenth 


by Ed Glenn 





When the thirteenth on Friday 
falls 

Men should take double care, 

Should watch their step, keep a 
sharp eye 


And for the worst prepare. 


On such a day, mind traffic lights, 
Keep in your right of way, 

And if you are pedestrian— 
Don’t be a walker jay. 


All safety rules observe with 
care, 

All signs of danger see. 

Don’t drive too fast, don’t drive 
too slow. 

Alert and cautious be. 


And when this day is safely past, 

With true thanksgiving say: 

“These rules have worked so 
good for me, 

Vl keep them EVERY DAY.” 
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GIVING THANKS 


by Robert L. Bromley 


Minister, Christian Church 
Sandoval, Illinois 


“Yet my people have forgotten me days with- 
out number.”—JEREMIAH 2:32 


EVERAL years ago, while still a student, I was 
S invited into one of our church homes for 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

When I arrived, shortly after noon, the house 
was in a state of chaos. The children were in the 
holiday spirit and couldn’t remain quiet for a 
minute. They chased each other around the house, 
tipping over the magazine stand and several chairs 
as they went. Their mother was busy in the 
kitchen preparing a dinner which could have 
passed any test for excellence. The man of the 


: house, also sensing the holiday spirit, had decided 
to sleep late and was still shaving when I arrived. 

As I sat there in all that confusion I began to 

wonder if this was really a day of Thanksgiving. 

Our church had participated in a Union Thanks- 


giving Service that morning, but this family could 
not make it—“‘‘too busy.” 

The meal which I could smell reflected the abun- 
dance which characterizes our economy. It was 
one of so many similar meals being, prepared in 
our country. I thought about India and the hun- 
gry throngs. I could remember that the year be- 
fore I had eaten dinner in a downtown mission 
where a group of us had conducted services. Those 
men were really hungry and the special dinner 
was a treat. 

I stopped to think about the first Thanksgiving 
Day of the Pilgrims. They had suffered real hard- 
ships, losing half of their population the first year 


& 
they were in this new land. The second year they 
were there the harvest was good and the 51 sur- 
vivors celebrated together in thankfulness to God, 


enjoying the fruits of their labor, but unable to 
forget the cost in lives. 

As we sat down to eat my host said “grace.” 
It included “thanks” but it had obviously been 
memorized. The conversation about the table did 
not seem to reflect a depth of thankfulness. 

After dinner was over and we had talked for 
a while I excused myself, thanked them for the 
meal and walked to the corner to catch a bus. 
Then a thought suddenly occurred to me! I had 
thanked them in the same manner in which they 
were observing Thanksgiving. It was a form— 
just something we say to be polite. I had been 
guilty of the same ingratitude which I had noticed 
in my hosts. 
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An effective church board is composed of Christians 
who are concerned and committed 


BEING A BOARD MEMBER 


by James |. Spainhower 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Marshall, Missouri 


HE church board has a long and noble history 
i in the life of the church. In its early days 
we find that the New Testament Church delegated 
to certain of its members the authority to direct 
the affairs of the church. Soon the offices of dea- 
con and elder came into being. 

Elders were first called bishops, but in the latter 
part of the first century, the title “elder” came 
into common usage. The eldership has always 
been the highest honor the church can bestow upon 
a layman. 

Deacons were first appointed to fulfill specific 
tasks but soon the election of deacons became a 
standard procedure of the church. Evidently, 
since early in its life, the church has had women 
serving as deaconesses. 

The early church followed a guiding principle 
in the creation of offices and the selection of per- 
sons to serve these offices. That principle was 
simply this: Those offices should be created which 
are needed to enable the church to function effec- 
tively and those persons who are best qualified 
should be selected to fill these offices. 

It is important for church members and board 
members alike to realize that if a board member 
is to be of service to his church, he must believe 
in the church with a passion. The general board 
of any church is no place for men and women 
who are luke warm in their faith. 

Congregations sin greatly who elect persons to 
the board to get them active in the life of the 
church. Board membership must come as a result 
of displayed evidence of faith in the church, not 
as a lure to active faith. 

A sincere faith in the church must not be con- 
fused with ethical and spiritual perfection. Some 
frequently refuse to accept board membership be- 
cause they feel they aren’t “good enough.” In 
a very real sense none of us is “good enough” to 
be members of the board of the church of the 
living Christ. 

If we waited until we thought we were good 
enough to serve on the board, we wouldn’t be, for 
when we think we are good enough, we have lost 
our humility and we aren’t good enough. We 
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aren’t good enough because we lack the first vir- 
tue of goodness, which isn’t moral or ethical purity 
but spiritual humility. 

Others sometimes say that they can’t serve as 
a board member, particularly as an elder, because 
they aren’t ‘old enough.” Nowhere in the Scrip- 
ture or in the history of the church are we taught 
that elders must be either old or young in chrono- 
logical age. Rather, the emphasis is that they 
must be persons of deep and dedicated faith in the 
church. Some men could live to be 100 and never 
develop that vitality of faith which others possess 
at 23! 

Truly then, the primary qualification for a board 
member is that he believe in the church with a 
fervor. Such consecrated faith captivates a man’s 
whole being. The cause of the church—to bring 
peace on earth and good will among men—becomes 
the personal goal of his life. Such a person is 
regular in his attendance at the services of the 
church, not out of compulsion to keep face, since 
there is no question but that a board member 
“ought” to be in church, but out of a sense of 
honest need for the experience of worship and the 
message of the classroom and the pulpit. 

Those who believe enthusiastically in the church 
support the church generously. Board members 
must set a worthy example and for them a tithe 
of their income to the church in which they be- 
lieve is not an end goal but a beginning rule. 
Board members who believe in the church with a 
zeal tithe to the church cheerfully, willingly and 
with grateful hearts that God has given them the 
opportunity to serve Him in this manner. 

Sincere believers are enthusiastic in their every- 
day speech about the church. They invite others 
to church. As they discuss world affairs, they do 
so from a Christian perspective. As they discuss 
politics, business and community matters, they do 
so from a Christian perspective! 

Because a board member does truly believe in 
the church and wants the church to succeed in all 
its endeavors, he takes his office seriously. Board 
meeting night becomes a sacred and holy night 
to him for that is when he meets with those who 
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have a like faith in the church to plan its program 
and seek ways of deepening the church’s influence 
for good in the world. 


Likewise, he takes seriously any responsibility 
to which he is appointed. He does not agree to 
do anything if he knows he cannot do it... yet 
he does not refuse to try to do anything he feels 
he can do with the help of his fellow board mem- 
bers and the guidance of God. 

Those responsibilities the board member as- 
sumes, he will fulfill in a spirit of love. There is 
no place in the work of the church, whether it be 
on a church staff, in a church school classroom, 
at a church school teacher’s meeting or in a meet- 
ing of the general board, for pettiness and jealousy 
and back biting! 

This is not to say that the humanness of all of 
us shouldn’t be recognized, for we all make mis- 
takes, think thoughts and say things we shouldn’t. 
Yet, in the church of the living Christ, where love 
is the watchword, there must always be forgive- 
ness for human failings and a seeking to conduct 
our relationships on the higher plane of love and 
understanding and patience with the cantankerous 
habits of each other! 

A congregation also has a responsibility to its 
board. After all, as a congregation we elect them 
and they serve in our behalf. This means that we 
refuse to snipe at them and distrust them. It 
means that we realize that the decisions they 
make are made in good faith, taking into account 
the facts they have before them—facts of which 
the general membership is sometimes unaware. 

This matter of cooperating with our board and 
supporting them does not mean that we can’t offer 
suggestions or oppose actions they take. Always 
we are to speak our honest opinions regarding 
their actions. But in forming our opinions, we 
ought always to do three things: First, secure all 
the facts we possibly can. There is no need to 
go around voicing “our opinions” when all we are 
usually doing is exposing our ignorance. 

Second, measure the facts against what Jesus 
teaches would be the will of God in such a situa- 
tion. 


And third, speak our opinion in love and under- 
standing. 

When the board initiates a program, whether 
that be raising the budget, carrying on intensive 
evangelism, or increasing the attendance at the 
morning worship service, let us realize that it is 
not “the board’s program’ but the church’s pro- 
gram. For we elect them and they serve us and 
together we serve God. 

No board can be the church, but any board can 
lead the church to greater service in God’s behalf 
if the members of that board have a devoted faith 
in the church and if the church members have a 
like faith which leads them to work with and not 
against those they have elected. 
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The Coming of Peace 
by Pearl E. Brown 


Peace will not come 

in the boom of guns 

or jets; 
Peace will come in an aura that love 


begets. 


Peace will not root 

where the idle hunger 

for bread; 

Peace will root in the land where no longer 
is dread. 


Peace will not dwell 

where tolerance is something 

apart; 

Peace will dwell where is found kindness 
of heart. : 


“Inasmuch” 


by Berniece Ayers Hall 


I who would cross vast, hostile seas 
For Christ—and heal the ache 

Of all mankind’s great agonies— 

Must be content to take 

Him first where sin and grief still meet 
Along my own small village street. 


So close the cries! And I must share, 
Today in marketplace, 

My loaf, my cloak, my ardent prayer. 
How can I ask for grace 

To bind the world’s deep wounds that bleed 
And blindly fail my neighbors’ need? 


I either lift these to His touch— 
Or lose His cherished, “Inasmuch!” 
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Editorials 











Nobodies 


N THESE days leaders and representatives 

of nations fly back and forth to visit each 
other upon the slightest provocation. It was 
not always so. In the youthful days of 
America many pranks were engaged in by 
the young colonies while the mother coun- 
tries had to wait weeks for the news. 

Wasn’t the Battle of New Orleans fought 
after the War of 1812 had already ended, 
because of slow communications? 

There is one great difference between the 
situation then and now. In those days, we 
had representatives who could communicate 
with one another when they did get together. 
Cultured people knew the language of other 
cultured people. 

It is no longer so. Thus, we have wit- 
nessed the rise of the lowly servant, the in- 
terpreter—the nobody of the modern-day 
conference. He is evergpresent. Sometimes 
his name is mentioned in news dispatches. 
Usually it is not. Usually the identification 
is just ‘an interpreter.” 

The climax was reached in the reporting 
of the private conferences between the Presi- 
dent of the United States and the Chairman 
of the Presidium of the Union of Soviet So- 
cialistic Republics at Camp David. Most of 
the news releases made much of their alone- 
ness. Nobody was with them—nobody but 
the interpreters. 

During this week our yearning for peace 
on earth is heightened as we remember No- 
vember 11, 1918. The prospects may be en- 
hanced or weakened by the fellow who stands 
between the conferees and tells them what 
they are saying to each other, in words that 
each understands. 

It is a ticklish job. An interpreter gets 
along well as long as the conversation con- 
cerns the weather. When it gets into nuclear 
physics and thermodynamics, he may begin 
to sweat. Suppose he makes a slight mis- 
take and promises something in the transla- 
tion that the speaker did not say, in his ver- 
sion of the sentence! 

We know something about these things, 
having worked at the job on numerous occa- 
sions. Some years ago, we felt somewhat 
at ease interpreting lectures of German theo- 
logians to a group of Scotch and English 
ministers, until we were assigned one after- 
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noon to work the trip to a hospital. The 
chief event of the afternoon was a lecture 
by an eminent Berlin psychiatrist on his own 
special theories as to the cause of insanity. 
There was a chance that doctor, visiting 
ministers and interpreter might all contrib- 
ute to the case studies, if the translations 
were off the beam! 

There are obvious comparisons, if one were 
preaching a sermon. Every Christian, for 
example, is an interpreter of the faith he 
professes. As he walks through the crowd 
he is a nobody. The people are talking to 
each other, oblivious of his presence, perhaps. 
Yet, what he does and what he says may 
be the reality of the situation. 

In the field of international relations, the 
Son of God could have a lot to say. He needs 
millions of interpreters—those who are will- 
ing to live as nobodies for his sake. When 
his spirit truly prevails, negotiations for 
peace will progress. 


Signs of Friendliness 


NE hears more discussion about the cold- 

ness or friendliness of a church than 
he does about its orthodoxy or its mission- 
ary activity. 

May we throw out a suggestion that is 
bound to- be unpopular in many circles? 
When the hour for worship is at hand, sit 
down, keep quiet and let the visitor sit and 
confidently await the Lord’s presence with 
you! 

Three congregations stand out in our 
memories of last summer’s vacation. One 
was Presbyterian, one was Congregational 
Christian and the other was our own. In 
each place, we were ushered to our seats as 
quietly and unobtrusively as possible, and 
left to our own meditation until the group 
worship began. It was the most friendly 
thing that could have been done for us. 

In contrast, we think of the many noisy, 
department-store basement-type of churches 
we have entered. Everyone talking! All 
rushing somewhere! ‘Come and meet these 
visitors!” 

These, too, are well meaning. But they’re 
doing a mighty unfriendly thing to many 
visitors who come to worship, not to hear 
about worship. 
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The Alternatives to Peace 
Are Death and Devastation 


ARLY in 1956, General James 

Gavin, at that time chief of 
the United States Army Research 
and Development Division, was 
asked by a subcommittee of the 
Senate how many _ casualties 
would be expected in an all-out 
nuclear attack by the United 
States on the Soviet Union. 

At first, he refused to reply, 
but when pressed, he answered: 
“Current planning estimates run 
on the order of at least several 
million deaths, that would be 
either way depending on which 
way the wind blew. If the wind 
blew Southeast they would be 
mostly in the U.S.S.R., although 
they would extend into the Japa- 
nese and perhaps down into the 
Philippine area. If the wind blew 
the other way, they would extend 
well back into Western Europe.” 

On June 25, 1959, a congres- 
sional atomic subcommittee was 
told by Dr. John N. Wolf of the 
Atomic Energy Committee that 
the “long-time ecological effects 
of a nuclear war” would result in 
pestilence and famine and death 
upon the already scorched earth. 
After the H-bombs had done their 
killing and maiming, there would 
be the vengeance of time as the 
earth withered and died. 

In the concise words of C. 
Wright Mills, author of the book 
The Causes of World War Three, 
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by Kent Tiedman 


LOVE or 


“War has become total. And war 
has become absurd.”  Present- 
day circumstances are a far cry 
from the simple injunction of the 
New Testament: ‘For the whole 
law is fulfilled in one word, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as your- 
self.’ But if you bite and devour 
one another take heed that you 
are not consumed by one an- 
other.” (Galatians 5:14-15.) 

In 1941, the United States be- 
came involved in war to rid the 
world of the Axis tyranny. The 
“crusade for freedom” which en- 
sued cost seventy million lives— 
more than half of which were ci- 
vilians. Add to this sixty million 
wounded, thirty million homeless, 
twenty-seven million orphans, 
and fifteen million widows and we 
can compute the staggering cost 
in human suffering for freedom. 

Basic inconsistencies appear 
when one contrasts the milita- 
rism which is found throughout 
the world with the underlying 
teaching of the Christian faith. 
More is involved than the nega- 
tion of Christ’s teaching of the 
power of love, for in essence, 
there has evolved a renouncement 
of the belief in the eternal sig- 
nificance of the spiritual aspects 
as related to the temporal aspects 
of human life. 

We have tended to relegate to 
the cellar the fact that the soul 
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of man will endure regardless of 
the personal torment and degra- 
dation experienced by man phys- 
ically. 

Many might contend, and on 
somewhat solid grounds, that 
there have been, in the past his- 
tory of mankind, just wars which 
resulted in the betterment of the 
world as a whole. But mid-twen- 
tieth-century man is not faced 
with the dilemma of a just war; 
he is faced with the awesome 
prospect of nuclear annulment. 

It might be questioned whether 
or not this is actually under- 
standable to most people in the 
Western Hemisphere. For we 
have not been subjected to the 
destruction wrought by the wars 
of modern man. It is true that 
we have contributed much in the 
way of men, munitions and 
money; however, we have not 
witnessed the bombing of our 
homes, the despoilment of our 
churches and the mutilation of 
our innocent. 

Europe, on the other hand, has 
experienced all the horrors in- 
volved in a modern bloodbath, 
and it is no surprise that on the 
European continent the howls of 
pain and protest are most fer- 
vently expressed in opposition to 
the construction of missile bases 
and defense installations. We 
must understand the cries of 
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those, motivated by fear, who 
have seen the holocaust invoked 
by two great world wars. 


Dame Kathleen Lonsdale, pro- 
fessor of chemistry, University 
College, London, and author of 
Is Peace Possible? has written: 
“The average _ mid-Western 
American does genuinely think 
of communism as something dev- 
ilish. The incongruity, that be- 
ing the case, of America’s alli- 
ance with the U.S.S.R. during the 
war, or of her friendship with 
Yugoslavia now, has hardly been 
thought about. The average 
Russian genuinely believes that 
only the possession of great mili- 
tary strength by the U.S.S.R. 
does prevent an attack by the 
capitalist powers. . . . 

“This is the atmosphere of 
fear, dislike and distrust that has 
contributed to the arms race. . 
to the retention and maintenance 
of military bases .. . to bargain- 
ing for the friendship of the un- 
committed nations and to alli- 
ances such as NATO, SEATO, 
the Baghdad and the Warsaw 
Pacts.” 


Disciples should stop to reflect 
upon the resolution passed at the 
1930 International Convention in 
Washington, D. C.: “Be it re- 
solved . .. that we affirm our 
belief that war, as a method of 
settling international disputes is 
incompatible with the teaching 
and example of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


Much has happened during the 
twenty-nine years since the pas- 
sage of this resolution. We have 
witnessed the Second World War, 
the Korean conflict, bloody fight- 
ing in Malaya, Kenya, Israel, 
Egypt, Hungary and numerous 
other outbursts of killing. With 
our current potential for destruc- 
tion we have progressed from the 
atomic to the hydrogen era with 
little effort. Our brotherhood’s 
resolution of 1930 should have far 
more significance, certainly not 
less, in 1959. It is no wonder 
we approved a resolution at the 
1959 assembly in Denver urging 
that we do not resume nuclear 
tests. 

In essence we are faced with a 
choice. We can either continue 
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Disarming the Heart 


by Edith Lovejoy Pierce 


“Lo, there!” or “Lo, here!” 
—Luke 17:23 


IPLOMACY by peregrination is taking on the aspects of a 

religious pilgrimage. Accompanied by the priests of the 
press, this ruler and that journey toward one or another of the 
shrines of the modern world—Washington, Moscow, Geneva, 
Peiping, Algiers—while all nations wait with bated breath for 
the oracular consultants that will “save mankind.” 

Cowering in the shadow of annihilating bombs, human be- 
ings beg for some guarantee that the wrong button will not 
be pressed at the wrong time. But if mankind can be “saved” 
by a simple stroke of the pen wielded by fallible, or downright 
evil, men, why did the Son of God have to die on a cross? 

Disarm the world, by all means, but until you disarm the 
heart of man he will start all over again with flint axes, or 
perhaps next time with chemical or germ warfare, or some- 
thing even less susceptible of foolproof detection, perhaps some- 
thing psychological: subliminal brain-washing on a national 
or world scale. ‘ 

Before the advent of jet planes, walking along dusty ways, 
the true Savior of the world “set his face to go to Jerusalem.” 
It was without benefit of bodyguard or Secret Service that he 
was “delivered to the Gentiles,” mocked, shamefully treated 
and spit upon, scourged and killed. 

There were no press photographers present when he breathed 
his last on a site outside the city wall that no tourist would 
have been taken to see. There were no television cameras re- 
cording the event when he rose from the dead in a deserted 
garden in the dark. Nor was his story syndicated in the world 
press, but whispered in conflicting, incoherent reports by fright- 
ened women and cowardly men who had deserted him in his 
hour of trial. 

Yet he could exclaim: “And they will say to you, ‘Lo, there!’ 
or ‘Lo, here!’ Do not go, do not follow them. For as the light- 
ning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, 
so will the Son of man be in his day. But first he must suffer 
many things and be rejected by this generation.” 





: 





to deal with international prob- 
lems on the basis of military 
power, or deal with them on the 
basis of non-violence. The choice 
is not easy, but “tried and true” 
methods have not eliminated the 
seeds of war, this we know from 
prior experience. 

We have the right and the re- 
sponsibility to approach the 
world situation as _ individuals, 
and to seek answers which are 
made in light of our Christian 
commitment. But we cannot 
complacently ignore our aware- 
ness of the deepest implications 
of our religious heritage. For 
our very existence is at stake. 


And when the problems are ig- 
nored, and the seeds of irrespon- 
sibility are spread, it is far too 
late to seek an answer. 

For some there are construc- 
tive alternatives to violence. For 
others there are not. But for all 
there is the possibility of a choice 
of a future with hope—life—or a 
future based on mutual fear and 
distrust—death. 

Whichever it might be, we 
should recall Jesus’ words: “You 
have heard that it was said, you 
shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy. But I say to you, 
Love your enemies. . . .”—Matt. 
5 :43-44, 
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HE turning point in the Civil 

War was the Battle of Gettys- 
burg. The turning point in the Bat- 
tle of Gettysburg was a Union 
breakthrough after Pi s charge 
at a little copseo¥ trees called Hig 
Water a 
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scene of devastation. It was 
fTicult for me to imagine the thou- 
sands of dead and dying that the 
twilight of July 3, 1863, had wit- 
nessed. And even more difficult it 
was to try and reason “why” and 

“how” this could have happened. 

Both sides were fighting for what 

they believed “right.” Both sides 

felt justified in killing their broth- 
43 ers. 

One hundred years from now will 
our children’s children walk over 
today’s battlefields to ask “why” 
and “how’’? Will they seek to find 
our justification for hydrogen 
bombs and plague-spreading germs? 
t may be optimistic to speak of our 
descendants and naive to envision 

| grass-covered battlegrounds marked 
“with impressive monuments. Mod- 
ern warfare makes the canons of 
Ty Civil War vintage look like over- 
t wn toys. Each heavy rifle had 
to be loaded for a single shoé. 
Horses were slain with their riders, 
and fighting stopped at nightfall. 
Today we have made “progress.” 
At Fort Detrick in Frederick, Mary- 
land, some 30 miles from Gettys- 
burg, we are preparing for another 
Armageddon. Biological or germ 
warface has been perfected to such 
a degree that the entire race of man 
could be wiped out in a few hours 
by an amount of Botulinus toxin 
that could be held in the palm of 
one’s hand. Even more “desirable” 
an the messy hydrogen weapons, 
hich destroy property, are the 
plagues, nerve gases and epidemic 
s which destroy only life. 
prehensible is this horror 
only 
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MeEOITATION on a BATTLEFIELO 


by nancy negelspach 


say: “Surely our government does 
not mean to use these” or ‘‘we must 
outsmart the Russians” or “we must 
build for defense ggaineseecorrtu- 
nisms e men in WashingTo 

ow what they’re doing.” A 
blanket of apathy is cloaking our 
dread. We stifle our fears by wear- 
ing mental blinders and losing our- 
selves in illusory security. 

Yet there are a few Americans 
facing up to this awesome fact of 
possible race extermination. A few 
have kept a dawn-to-dusk vigil at 
Fort Detrick. “A vigil is an occa- 
sion for watching and for the self- 
discipline of patient ‘waiting upon 
the Lord.’ It implies penitence, 
self-examination and expectancy.” 

The town of Frederick has been 
prodded into thinking by the silent 
speech of the protest. 

In November, 1863, Lincoln re- 
turned to the scene of human sac- 
rifice and said: “we here highly re- 
solve that these dead shall not have 
died in vain.” Turning points in 
great historical events can often be 
traced to one small incident. A 
breakthrough in the Confederate 
forces occurred at a tiny copse of 
trees. The High Water Mark or 
turning point against modern war- 
fare could begin with a handful of 
men and women “dedicated to the 
great task remaining before us.” 

Those who call themselves peace- 
makers must be willing to sacrifice 
with a dedication as did those “who 
gave the last full measure of devo- 
tion.” Peace is not just a hopeful 
word engraved on war memorials 
but can be as much of a reality as 
war. Lincoln’s final word, “this na- 
tion, under God . . . shall not perish 
from the earth,” was spoken to a 
Wwar-weary crowd. 

Must we wait for another catas- 
trophe to learn that war and not 
man is our enemy? Even a war 
with germs certainly could not pro- 
duce this realization. There would 
be no one left to learn the lesson. 
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$86,000,000 in September 
Church Building Record 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church con- 
struction totaled an estimated $86,- 
000,000 in September, the Depart- 
ments of Commerce and Labor 
reported here. 

It was a new record for Septem- 
ber, exceeding the same month a 
year ago by $6,000,000, even though 
it was $3,000,000 less than August, 
when an all-time record for a single 
month was set. 

Church construction thus far this 
year has totaled $687,000,000, a 10 
per cent increase over the first nine 
months of 1958. 


Religion—TV Flop 


New YorK—Organized religion has 
“fallen flat on its face’ in its ap- 
proach to television use, a TV mag- 
azine editor said here. 

The rise of the electronic medium, 
said John E. McMillin, executive 
editor of Sponsor, a weekly trade 
magazine, has exposed the “intel- 
lectual fuzziness and creative steril- 
ity in many churches today.” 

While television has become “an 
indispensable staple of American 
life,” he said, “it has not become an 
important medium of religious com- 
munication.” Mr. McMillin voiced 
his criticism in a Laymen’s Sunday 
address at the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany. 

Nearly every other field of human 
interest, including politics, science, 
education and sports, is better rep- 
resented on TV than religion, he 
pointed out. 


CATHOLIC RSV? 


COLLEGEVILLE, MINN.—Two Roman 
Catholic Bibical scholars have pro- 
posed that Catholics adapt the Prot- 
estant Revised Standard Version 
(RSV) of the Bible into a Catholic 
edition as a means of furthering 
Christian unity. 

The RSV Bible, according to Ben- 
edictine Fathers Bernard Orchard 
and Edmund Flood, “is a scholarly 
rendering of Scripture which is a 
delight to read and with very little 
editing could be made entirely ac- 
ceptable to English-speaking Catho- 
lics.” 

Some Catholic scholars believe 
that less than a score of textual 
changes would be necessary in the 
RSV Bible to make its text conform 
to Catholic theology and scriptural 
usage, they reported. 

The priests emphasized that a 
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Catholic RSV edition, if church ap- 
proval could be obtained for one, 
would not replace the Common (or 
Vulgate) edition of the Bible, used 
in the Catholic Church. 


Vatican Disturbed Over 
Public Announcement 


Worker Priests Halted 


VATICAN CITY—Vatican circles 
here were reported greatly surprised 
at the publication in Paris of a mes- 
sage to France’s Roman Catholic 
hierarchy from the Holy See which 
dissolved the worker-priest move- 
ment in that country. 

They stressed the document was 
not intended “for the public.” Its 
publication by Le Monde, an after- 
noon daily in Paris, also was re- 
ported to have upset the French 
bishops, who had looked at it as 
“strictly confidential.” 

The movement aimed at re-Chris- 
tianizing French workers and re- 
ducing Communism’s influence on 
the working class. The priests 
dressed in working clothes, spent all 
day in factories and even lived with 
the workers to carry on their 
apostolate. 


Get Tough Policy 
Seen as Solution 


Teen-age Hoodlums 


New YorK—Three religious leaders 
—a Protestant, a Roman Catholic 
and a Jew—scored newspapers here 
for sensationalizing and “glamoriz- 
ing’ youth crime and contributing 
to juvenile delinquency by making 
“heroes” out of teen-age hoodlums. 

Appearing on a taped program 
in the WNTA-TV series “Between the 
Lines” were Dr. Dan M. Potter, exec- 
utive director of The Protestant 
Council of the City of New York; 
Msgr. Timothy J. Flynn, information 
bureau director for the Catholic 
Archdiocese of New York; and Dr. 
William Rosenbloom, rabbj of Tem- 
ple Israel. 


The term juvenile delinquency 
should be scrapped in favor of “juve- 
nile criminality,” a Roman Catholic 
pastor said here. 

“Anyone of any age who arms 
himself with a gun, a knife, a gaso- 
line bomb, a garrison belt or any 
such implement with the intention 
of attacking, murdering or maiming 
another, is a criminal,’’ Msgr. Joseph 
A. McCaffrey, pastor of Holy Cross 
Roman Catholic church, declared in 
his parish bulletin. 














Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 
of Washington, D. C., (right) receives 
from Dr. J. Manning Potts of Nash- 
ville, editor of The Upper Room, the 
1959 Upper Room Award for Service 
to World Christian Fellowship at a 
dinner here. Retiring next June, the 
bishop was hailed in the citation for 
his long career in the ecumenical 
movement. 


Majority Upheld—If It 
Is True to Historic Faith 


Autonomy Decision 


PIKEVILLE, Ky.—A decision by a 
lower court apportioning the use of 
a church between two rival factions 
of the congregation was reversed by 
the Court of Appeals of Kentucky. 

The issue concerned use of the 
Church of Christ at Virgie, Pike 
County, Ky. The congregation was 
organized in 1938 and a building 
dedicated in 1940. A schism arose in 
1957 over the use of instrumental 
music at services. 

Following a trial before Judge F. 
P. Keesee in the Pike Circuit Court, 
the two factions were ordered to use 
the property on alternate Sundays. 

Because the church is strictly con- 
gregational in its organization and 
activities, the lower court erred in 
thus apportioning the property, the 
Appeals Court ruled. 

“It is settled in this state,” the 
decision said, “that where there is a 
schism in a congregational church, 
the majority group are entitled to 
exclusive use of the church property, 
unless they have departed from the 
fundamental doctrines of the church 
as advocated and practiced at the 
time of organization; and in the 
event they have so departed, then 
the group adhering to such doctrines 
is entitled to the premises.” 
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@® Throughout November 


RIAL CAMPAIGN 


New YorK—Religion in American 
Life’s 11th annual campaign will be 
conducted throughout the United 
States during November in a coop- 
erative effort of American business, 
advertising volunteer groups and 
Churches and Synagogues to raise 
still further the level of attendance 
at worship services. 

A new full-color poster will ap- 
pear on billboards, along the na- 
tion’s highways, on posters on the 
sides of buildings, and on car cards 
in buses and subways. It will also 
be seen on television, and in news- 
paper and magazine advertisements, 
and heard over the radio. 

For the third consecutive year, the 
theme “Find the Strength for Your 
Life . . . Worship Together This 
Week” will be repeated in all media 
as a call to all Americans to attend 
the Church or Synagogue of their 
choice every week. 

Sponsored by 70 lay men and 
women of all Faiths, the nonsectarian 
Religion in American Life Program 
is promoted through 26 national re- 
ligious groups. More than $8,000,000 
worth of time and space for RIAL 
messages is contributed by American 
business and advertising through 
The Advertising Council. 

Simultaneously with the national 
advertising campaign, community 
programs will be held in several 
hundred cities and towns in all 
states. These local programs use 
RIAL literature for mass public dis- 
tribution. Free kits of sample ma- 
terials and program guides are avail- 
able from RIAL, 184 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 

Religion in American Life serves 
as a public service project for the 
Public Relations Society of America, 
the U.S. Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, and many other groups, in- 
cluding Kiwanis and other service 
clubs. 


Feb. 21-28 
Brotherhood Week 


NEw YorK—President Eisenhower 
will serve as honorary chairman of 
Brotherhood Week, Feb. 21-28, it 
was announced here by Cornelia 
Otis Skinner, actress and author, 
who is national chairman for the 
observance. 

Brotherhood Week has been spon- 
sored annually by the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews for 
the past 26 years. The President 
has served as honorary chairman of 
the observance since 1953. 

Miss Skinner released a_ special 
Brotherhood message from Mr. 
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Eisenhower which stressed that all 
Americans, “as fellow human _ be- 
ings,” share a common brotherhood 
that “provides the basis for a strong 
and productive national life.” 

Text of the President’s message 
follows: 

“My parents had seven sons; as 
one of them I was highly favored 
in the opportunities—and the tests 
and trials—that come to brothers. 

“A brother is a most welcome ad- 
dition to the family circle. With him 
comes the great joy of fraternal 
comradeship. With him also come 
the first trials of competition and 
fair play. But these trials are met 
—indeed borne gladly—in the loy- 
alty and understanding which bind 
brothers together. 

“As Americans, as fellow human 
beings, we share a common brother- 
hood. This does not make life easy, 
but it provides the basis for a strong 
and productive national life. In our 
land and around the world, such a 
spirit can advance the highest hopes 
of the family of man.” 


Urges Living Liturgy 


NYMEGEN, THE NETHERLANDS—A 
plea for a “living” Roman Catholic 
liturgy which the faithful in mis- 
sion countries can understand was 
made here by Valerian Cardinal 
Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay. 

Catholics in mission lands, he said, 
need a liturgy “which offers them a 
medium in which they can express 
their religious sentiments and which 
can become for them a real religious 
experience.” 

The Indian prelate gave the open- 
ing address at the International Con- 
gress of Mission and Liturgy at- 
tended by more than 30 bishops and 
many more priests and missionaries 
from mission fields all over the 
world. 


To Portray Christ 


OBERAMMERGAU, GERMANY—Anton 
Preisinger, the 47-year-old Bavarian 
innkeeper who played the role of 
Christ in the Oberammergau Passion 
Play 10 years ago, was chosen to re- 
peat his portrayal in the 1960 pro- 
duction of the famed drama. 

Informed of his election, he 
pledged to portray the life and death 
of Christ “with all my Roman Cath- 
olic belief.” 


Facing Refugee Problem 


GENEvA—The International Com- 
mittee for the World Refugee Year 
(ICWRY), grouping 69 religious and 
other voluntary agencies, plans to 
make increased efforts to publicize 
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the plight of the world’s homeless 
millions. 

At a plenary session here it au- 
thorized the ICWRY’s_ executive 
committee to do everything possible 
to promote “effective mobilization 
of all forms of mass media to over- 
come public ignorance of the pitiful 
condition of the 40 million refugees.” 


The Denver assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention of Christian 
Churches took action backing the 
World Refugee Year and gave recog- 
nition to “the magnitude, the ur- 
gency and the complexity of the 
world-wide refugee problem.” 


Church Tax Study 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—The Southern 
Baptist Convention’s executive com- 
mittee voted here to create a study 
committee to conduct “exhaustive 
research” into the tax status of 
property owned by Baptist churches 
and denominational agencies. 

Request for the study committee 
came from the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, which for the first 
time this year was asked by the 
City of Nashville to pay taxes of 
$2,415 on six employee parking lots 
and $1,512 on the Nashville branch 
of the Baptist Book Store. 


Christ Over Capital 


Architectural carver Vincent To- 
nelli of Washington, D. C., adjusts 
the hand of an 8-foot plaster model 
of Jesus Christ for a 16-foot replica 
he is executing from a 40-ton block 
of limestone which will overlook 
the nation’s capital from the campus 
of newly built Wesley Theological 
Seminary (Methodist). The plaster 
model, sculpted by Leo Friedlander 
of New York, depicts Christ behold- 
ing the masses and having compas- 
sion on them. 
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The Church at Large 
Youth-Temperance 


SAN ANTONIO, TEx.—Governors of 
the 50 states were asked to proclaim 
Youth Temperance Education Week 
next April 24-30 in a recommenda- 
tion adopted by the National Wom- 
en’s Christian Temperance Unioh 
at its 85th annual meeting here. 

The recommendation was made by 
Mrs. Glenn G. Hays of Ransom, Kan., 
retiring WCTU president, in con- 
nection with a temperance education 
program she proposed for teen- 
agers and grade schoolers. 

“When the extent and havoc of 
problems related to alchohol seem 
overwhelming, it must be realized 
that it is too late merely to reform 
and rehabilitate,” said Mrs. Hays. 

Delegates also adopted Mrs. Hays’s 
recommendations that WCTU pro- 
grams be continued or expanded (1) 
for total alcoholic beverage absti- 
nence through co-operation “with 
every character-building agency”; 
(2) enrollment of civic leaders in 
summer alcohol education training 
courses; and (3) National WCTU 
support for field work within the 
states. 

Mrs. Roy T. Jarrett of Richmond, 
Va., recording secretary of the na- 
tional union, reported that a series 
of state and local studies indicate 
“that a drinking driver was involved 
in about 30 per cent of all fatal 
accidents, nationally, and that 25 
out of 100 adults killed in auto ac- 
cidents had been drinking.” 


Stiffer Penances 


RoME—Vita Pastorale, influential 
Roman Catholic Review published 
here, urged that priests make pen- 
ances stiffer for confessed sins. 

“Penalties for sin,’ the review 
said in an editorial, “while being 
curative, must also really punish. 
In the future, the murmuring of a 
number of Ave Marias should not be 
considered sufficient amendment for 
sins of adultery, pride, greed, jeal- 
ousy and avarice—especially where 
the priest considers that the peni- 
tent may soon repeat the same 
act.” 

It suggested that penances might 
include giving up smoking, drinking, 
or the use of salt and pepper, re- 
fraining from use of “I” for a num- 
ber of days, or from expressing 
personal opinions. 





WANTED—a man Director of 
Christian Education for the 
Independence Boulevard Chris- 
tian Church, 606 Gladstone, 
Kansas City 24, Missouri. 
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SOCIAL ACTION STUDY 


BostoN—A three-year study of 
Methodist social thought and ac- 
tion which may have implica- 
tions for other denominations as 
well will be published in four 
volumes early next year, it was 
announced here. The study is 
under preparation by a Boston 
University faculty team of seven 
members. 

The report, entitled “The 
Methodist Church in Social 
Thought and Action,” will serve 
as a background for deliberations 
of the denomination’s quadrennial 
General Conference at Denver in 
April. 


SEMINARIANS ABROAD 


New YorK—At least ten semi- 
narians from this country will 
study for a year at theological 
schools overseas under the first 
major program of the newly 
organized National Student Chris- 
tian Federation. 


CHURCH A-V USE 


Cuicaco—One-fifth of all mo- 
tion pictures, filmstrips and other 
audio-visual materials released 
during the past year were pro- 
duced primarily for church use, 
according to the 34th Annual Blue 
Book of Audiovisual Materials. 

Church use accounts for twice 
as many sound slidefilm titles— 
162 out of 243—as all other edu- 
eational uses combined, the Blue 
Book reported. 


UNIVERSITY EXPANSION 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO—A ten-year 
$20,000,000 development program 
to be completed by 1970 is being 
launched by Wittenberg Univer- 
sity, a United Lutheran Church 
in America institution here, Dr. 
Clarence C. Stoughton, president, 
announced. 

The disclosure climaxed day- 
long _ convocation ceremonies 
marking Wittenberg’s change 
from college status and during 
which ground was broken for 
dormitory and classroom units of 
a $1,000,000 center for the uni- 
versity’s Hamma Divinity School. 


_ BILL ABOUT MINISTERS 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Congress 
is expected to approve early in 
its next session legislation to 


prohibit the examination of min- 
isters of religion in the courts of 
the District of Columbia with re- 
spect to communications made 
to them in confidence. 

Both the House and Senate 
passed the measure at the ses- 
sion which recently adjourned, 
but the Senate added several 
amendments. 


LONG-RANGE BUILDING 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Construc- 
tion is to be resumed on Wash- 
ington Cathedral, it was an- 
nounced here by Episcopal Bishop 
Angus Dun. 

Work on the great cathedral 
church, which began 52 years ago 
in 1907, has been suspended since 
1956, except for certain stone- 
carving projects and installation 
of windows and memorials. 

When the projected work is 
done, the cathedral will be ap- 
proximately 70 per cent finished. 


RELIC VENERATION 


TRIER, GERMANY—Thousands of 
pilgrims filed past the glass-en- 
eased Holy Tunic, the reputed 
seamless robe of Christ, on the 
last day of its public display in 
Germany’s oldest cathedral here. 

The precious relic, believed to 
be the garment for which the 
Roman soldiers threw dice at 
Christ’s Crucifixion, had been 
placed on view on July 19 for the 
first time in 26 years. It will not 
be publicly exposed again until 
near the end of the century. 


ANGLICAN MEMBERS 


LoNDON—The Church of Eng- 
land (Anglican) has only 9,691,- 
000 confirmed members 13 years 
and over out of a total 26,771,000 
persons who have been baptized 
in the Church. 

They belong to the provinces 
of Canterbury and York, whose 
population, excluding persons 
born elsewhere, numbers just 
over 40,000,000. 


TV EVANGELISM 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—Expanded 
use of television to disseminate 
the Christian message more ef- 
fectively “Down Under’’ was 
urged at a conference here by 38 
Protestant leaders of all denomi- 
nations and from every Austra- 
lian state and New Zealand. 


ite! 





CHRIS! 


in the Wadium 





HE letter lay on the table 
waiting to be opened. The 
return address read ‘Lee Univer- 
sity,” a university with a large 
student body and a very large 
alumni association to back it up. 
Big Jim Brock grinned at his 
tiny wife Barbara as he entered 
the kitchen. “I know I’m in the 
way, but I’m gone from you so 
much, that I want to take ad- 
vantage of every chance I get.” 
His eyes moved around the tiny 
green kitchen that was much too 
small for him. There was just 
enough room for the stove, re- 
frigerator and sink, and yet a 
table had to be crowded in, and 
now him. The sunshine from one 
of the three windows shone on the 
letter, causing Jim’s eyes to be 
drawn to it. 

Slowly, as he opened and read 
the letter, a smile spread over 
his tanned face. With a jump 
from the chair he filled the re- 
maining space in the kitchen and 
enveloped his wife in his arms. 

“Honey, it’s come. The an- 
swer to all my dreams. My big 
chance. What every coach hopes 
for, a big school. Do you realize 
what this means? I’ll have a lot 
of men to choose from, a chance 
to change my record and give you 
and the coming baby all the 
things we haven’t been able to 
have.” 

As Barbara tried to smile and 
share his enthusiasm, Jim noticed 
a trace of a frown on her usually 
smooth forehead. 

“Well what’s the matter 
honey? Don’t you think it’s 
great?” 

“Of course Jim, but I can’t 
help but recall the scene of the 
other night after the game.” 

Jim’s mind slipped back to the 
the night which was like so many 
other nights after a game. It 
was easy to recall the defeated 
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feeling. 
times. 

The night wind had raced 
across the empty football field, 
lifting used paper cups and 
crumpled candy wrappers. The 
great overhead flood lights had 
been put out and what had been 
a little time before a stand of 
yelling, cheering kids was now a 
dark skeleton casting black 
shadows on a lone man. 

Jim, with his hands in his over- 
coat, walked with lowered head 
and heavy shoulders. It had 
been a tiring night, another 
game lost. Victory was an un- 
known word. 

Barbara had gone to him and, 
after a nod from her dark head 
that she had seen the game, Jim’s 
shoulders moved in a deep sigh. 

“Pretty bad, wasn’t it? We 
couldn’t seem to do anything 
right.” 

“Jim, the boys played the best 
they could, but you can’t play 
hard for sixty minutes without 
being substituted.” 

“T know that, Honey. But just 
to have enough men really to 
fill a squad. I’m sick and tired 
of losing. I’m tired of not having 
enough money to buy decent 
equipment and of not having 
more than a handful of rooters. 
You must be ashamed of me not 
making any better showing than 
this. What kind of a record will 
I be able to show our future son? 
Nothing but one failure after an- 
other.” 

“Jim! You shouldn’t talk like 
that. You’re a good coach and 
some day these boys will bring 


He had felt it many 


home a victorious season. Wait 
and see.” 
“Wait and see! That’s all I 


have been doing, and what has it 
gotten me? A two-by-four room, 
a salary which just barely feeds 
us and no chance to offer the 
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baby some of the things I never 
had.” 

Just then a young voice from 
out of ‘the shadows called: 
“Coach?” Following after the 
voice came a tall, lanky youth of 
about eighteen. 

“Hello, Tom. 
trouble?” 

“No siree! The guys on that 
other team—TI guess it really 
got ’em the way we took that beat- 
ing. They asked how come we 
could be such good sports. Our 
fellows are having a swell chance 
witnessing for the Lord. We 
missed you—you usually being 
there and all. Then we figured 
you had left, so when some man 
came looking for you we told him 
you were gone. We gave him 
your phone number. He said he 
would call you in a few days. It 
was o.k., wasn’t it?” 

With a return to the present 
Jim said: “That’s what I’m try- 
ing to tell you Barbara. There 
wouldn’t be any more of those 
beatings and defeats.” 

Somehow Jim had missed the 
reason for looking back. He did 
not stop to wonder what would 
happen to Tom and the other 
boys on the team if he seized 
this opportunity. 

The days passed quickly. 
Time was drawing near to the 
deadline for an answer to the 
letter. Jim was finding the answer 
much more difficult than he had 
first supposed. Those alumni at 
Lee University dictating to the 
coach! That bothered him! They 
were out to win in any way 
which would bring results. But 
even more than this was the 
shadow that seemed to hang over 
him—the silhouette of a tall, 
lanky boy who moved awkwardly 
but loved the Lord. Of course 
there were players on the team 
of the new school who were 
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Christian. After all, the church 
sponsored that school, too. Still 
the motive for playing was dif- 
ferent. The same question over 
and over: Where could he serve 
the Lord best? 

Jim couldn’t know all that was 
going on in her mind, but he was 
certain of how Barbara felt about 
some things. Such things as: how 
tired she was of cleaning the room 
which served both as _ living 
room during the day and bedroom 
at night! The floor without a 
rug, the walls with too few closets 
and—dreaded thought—no room 
for the coming baby. Of course 
the convertible sofa was com- 
fortable but it was wearisome 
having to move the lamp every 
night before one could have a bed. 
Both longed to have enough room 
so that one could put the baby 
to sleep and then work in an- 
other room and not disturb him. 
And how pleasant it would be to 
have a yard in which a child 
could play! No! Barbara didn’t 
complain but Jim still knew, for 
he often felt the same way. 

Jim found Barbara waiting at 
the door for him when he re- 
turned from practice. Somehow 
he knew the worry on her face 
was caused by the paper in her 
hand. 

“A notice from the landlord! No 
children are allowed in the apart- 
ment building. We must move 
before the baby comes.’ Some- 
how she couldn’t keep the tremor 
out of her voice as she spoke. 

Jim was quiet as he dropped 
onto the sofa. The place had 
faults—plenty of them—but it 
had been their first home to- 
gether. Slowly he spoke. “Well! 
I guess this is the answer we 
needed to help us make up our 
minds about the new job.” 

“But, Jim, the baby is due be- 
fore school is out this year. What 
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do we do in the meantime?” 

The muscles in his jaw rippled 
as he struggled to find a solution 
and then with a flash of inspira- 
tion he slapped his knee. ‘‘You can 
go stay with your mother during 
the last months, till I get things 
all set up. I can stay on campus 
in the men’s dorm and... .” 

“Jim!’’ There was uncertainty 
in Barbara’s voice and eyes as 
she sat down beside Jim. “Aren’t 
we sort of jumping to conclu- 
sions? Just because of this no- 
tice we assume the Lord wants 
us to take the new job.” 

“Well of course! What better 
sign do we need to show what we 
should do? I will be able to 
witness to a new team in a new 
school, showing that they can 
play as Christians and still win. 
This is where God wants us to 
go.” With a final nod of his 
head he picked up the paper and 
the discussion was closed. 

Jim sat at the kitchen table, 


The night wind had raced across the 
lifting used paper 


empty football field, 


the only place one could write, 
with pen in hand. Somehow the 
pen could not put down the words 
that needed to be said. His blue 
eyes were cloudy with bewilder- 
ment. Why should he have so 
much trouble writing the letter 
now that the decision had been 
made? Was it because of the 
haunting words of young Tom? 

“Coach, I didn’t know what it 
was like to combine my Christian 
witness and my playing on the 
field until I came here. I get 
as much from telling and show- 
ing those other guys what it 
means to be a Christian as they 
do when hearing the word. I... 
I just want to thank you for.. 
well, for loving the Lord enough 
to put up with us guys and all 
of our goofs.” 

- for loving the Lord 
enough to put up with us guys”— 
the same line over and over in 
his brain. 

(Continued on page 25.) 





cups and crumpled candy wrappers . 
what had been a little time before a 
stand of yelling, cheering kids was now 
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November 15, 1959 
Scripture: Acts 6:8-15; 7:54-60. 


HE gospel was preached first 

in Jerusalem, following the 
Pentecost experience, and many 
different kinds of people re- 
sponded to it., Among these was 
Stephen. He belonged to the 
“synagogue of the Freedmen.” 
(Acts 6:9.) At least, we assume 
that he did, because members of 
this synagogue “arose and dis- 
puted with Stephen” when he be- 
gan to preach and act on behalf 
of the gospel. 

The reason for thinking that 
Stephen belonged to the Freed- 
men is that his name is Greek 
and not Hebrew or Aramaic. The 
text notes that these people 
came from Cyrenia, Alexandria, 
Silicia and Asia (Asia Minor). 
There seem to have been sev- 
eral of these Jewish people who 
had lived in other sections of the 
Mediterranean world who came 
back to live in Jerusalem. We 
notice earlier in this same chap- 
ter that there was trouble about 
the “Greek widows.” There were 
enough such people in Jerusalem 
to have a synagogue of their 
own. We are not told how 
Stephen was converted to the 
Christian religion. In any case, 
he was “full of grace’ and we 
see, as the story develops, that 
he was absolutely fearless in his 
preaching and defense of the gos- 
pel. 

These Freedmen were extreme- 
ly devout and solicitous of the 
welfare of the Law of Moses. 

Nothing that could be done 
stopped Stephen. (Verse 10.) 
This was due, both to his wis- 
dom and to the Holy Spirit who 
was working through Stephen. 
At this point the account of 
Stephen’s experiences sounds so 
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familiar, because they parallel 
those of his Lord during the last 
days before the crucifixion. 

These Freedmen “secretly in- 
stigated men” who went about 
saying that Stephen spoke “blas- 
Phemous words.” (Verse 11.) 
From their point of view, this 
was true. Stephen, like Jesus, 
was substituting something for 
the Law of Moses. To the peo- 
ple, of course, the Law of Moses 
and the will of God were equal. 

The campaign of words had 
worked, and people were suffi- 
ciently aroused to take the law 
into their own hands. 

Every generation faces the 
same problem that the Freedmen 
faced. A man came along who 
claimed that “the customs which 
Moses delivered’? were going to 


be changed. (Verse 14.) This 
simply could not be! The Law 
was final and eternal. Men have 


always been jealous of their own 
interpretation of God’s_ word. 
Sometimes they will fight and de- 
stroy in order to protect their 
own interpretation. 

In spite of what must have 
looked like a simple case of blas- 
phemy to the council when they 
first heard the false witnesses, 
they all “saw that his face was 
like the face of an angel.” (Verse 
15.) This must have been rather 
disconcerting. This statement, 
in itself, is sufficient to indicate 
the courage of Stephen. One 
might test his own faith, in im- 
agination, at this point, to see 
if he could imagine whether he 
would be as courageous on behalf 
of God. 

The great sermon _ which 
Stephen preached in defense of 
the gospel is not a part of the 
text of our lesson today but 
many will want to read it through 
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The Cost of C 
“Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


by the Editor 


once more. It is a complete vin- 
dication of what we have said 
about the courage of Stephen. 

When we pick up the story 
again, we read that “when they 
heard these things they were en- 
raged.” (7:54.) Perhaps. the 
council had not really believed 
that all the things said about 
Stephen were true. Perhaps they 
did not imagine they were very 
important, even if true. Perhaps 
they were accustomed to hearing 
false witnesses appearing before 
persons who had displeased the 
crowd. But now they heard 
Stephen’s statement with their 
own ears, and they ground their 
teeth. 

Nothing stopped Stephen. He 
went on with another figure of 
speech, testifying to his absolute 
belief that Jesus is now standing 
at the right hand of God. (Verses 
55, 56.) Then they “stopped their 
ears” and rushed him. (Verse 
57.) This is always the sure way 
out. Parents may remember 
similar instances with their chil- 
dren, when the children no longer 
wished to hear the truth. They 
stopped their ears, too. 

The final act of Stephen was 
to pray, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” (Verse 60.) 
Here, in his final earthly act, he 
again followed in the footsteps 
of his Master. 

We always speak of Stephen as 
the first martyr. This word 
“martyr” is a direct translitera- 
tion of the Greek letters into 
English letters, and is not a 
translation. The translation is 
“witness.” Gradually, the word 
came to mean a person who wit- 
nesses even unto death. 

Convictions do cost something. 
But to people like Stephen, that 
something which they cost, name- 
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ly physical life, is not as impor- 
tant as being true to the con- 
viction. There have been Ste- 
phens in every generation. Would 
you be willing to join them, if 
necessary ? 


The Scripture 


Acts 6:8-15 


8 And Stephen, full of grace and 
power, did great wonders and signs 
among the people. 9 Then some of 
those who belonged to the syna- 
gogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of 
the Alexandrians, and of those from 
Cilicia and Asia, arose and disputed 
with Stephen. 10 But they could 
not withstand the wisdom and the 
Spirit with which he spoke. 11 Then 
they secretly instigated men, who 
said, “We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses 
and God.” 12 And they stirred up 
the people and the elders and the 
scribes, and they came upon him 
and seized him and brought him be- 
fore the council, 13 and set up 
false witnesses who said, “This man 
never ceases to speak words against 
this holy place and the law; 14 for 
we have heard him say that this Je- 
sus of Nazareth will destroy this 
place, and will change the customs 
which Moses delivered to us.” 15 And 
gazing at him, all who sat in the 
council saw that his face was like 
the face of an angel. 


7:54-60 

54 Now when they heard these 
things they were enraged, and they 
ground their teeth against him. 55 
But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God; 56 and he said, “Be- 
hold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of man standing at the right 
57 But they cried 
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RECENT editorial (CEH-FR, 

Oct. 4, 1959) suggests that 
among Christians perhaps “it’s 
the mediocre that is really at- 
tractive.” What tragic blindness 
if we of all people should glorify 
the “fair to middlin’” and decry 
perfection. The average man 
may be comforted to know he is 
not sub-standard, but he still 
hopes to be better than average. 
Nobody is very excited about an 
average baseball team, an av- 
erage golf score or an average 
pay check. We expect a cham- 
pion team, a score below par or 
a salary above average for we 
are really not content with 
mediocrity. 

Let me introduce you to a true 
copy of perfection, Stephen, the 
deacon who was faithful unto 
death. The achievement he made 
was not in length of years. His 
gospel was proclaimed before a 
very unsympathetic audience. He 
had been chosen to serve tables. 
In this assignment he failed when 
fate intervened. As I read the 
story of Stephen, I have the feel- 
ing he never excelled in poise or 
patience. There was much lack- 
ing in his life. 

The sum of all the achieve- 
ments of Stephen would not spell 
“perfection” in an average vo- 
cabulary. But it seems quite evi- 
dent that to the church he was 
a man to remember. How did 
Stephen’s sharp and penetrating 
words lodge in the keen and trou- 
bled mind of Saul who stood 
quietly by? 

“You always resist the Holy 
Spirit . . . you killed those who 
proclaimed the Righteous One 

. . now you have betrayed and 
murdered him also.” That is di- 
rect communication, not elo- 


Meaning for Today 






by Hugh M. Riley 


quence. The thesis lacks finesse 
and probably the voice which 
spoke was strained and tense, but 
here was a man to be taken into 
account. 

Paul who watched Stephen 
spend his life in a moment of 
determined witness would never 
forget the impact of that mo- 
ment. He could refute Stephen’s 
words but there was no answer 
to his life except to match it in 
a striving for perfection. To be 
faithful unto death is not a 
penalty; it is rather a technique 
of perfection. It is to be used 
reverently and confidently be- 
cause it is the key to the life of 
Jesus whose perfection we strive 
to copy. 

How difficult the art of per- 
fection is, Paul knew well. He 
was a victim of the civil war be- 
tween a man’s ideals and his 
achievements by his own admis- 
sion. It is hard to be a perfec- 
tionist in this world. The trees 
which weather the storms learn 
to give with the wind. The men 
who live the longest learn to re- 
lax. But faithfulness in modera- 
tion will not do. When one con- 
fronts the ultimate demands of a 
righteous God, only the complete 
and perfect response is adequate. 

Was it worth what it cost 
Stephen? If one can judge by 
the radiance which witnesses re- 
ported reflected in his face, it 
was. What did Stephen see to 
impel him to so great a gift? 
Did he notice on the fringe of 
his accusing mob a young man 
named Saul? Did he know that 
whatever he had failed to do, this 
one moment of courage would 
give to the world a great mis- 
sionary adventurer? Is not this 
perfection? 
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Surprises for a Missionary 
by James W. Carty, Jr. 


Director of 


Public Relations 


and Publicity, Bethany College 


A Danish nurse, who has been 
a medical missionary for 30 years 
in Liberia, West Africa, was 
visiting in Nashville, Tenn. 

The nurse, Miss Kirsten Marie 
Jensen, 65, was on furlough. She 
had stopped over for a brief visit 
in the capital city of the Volun- 
teer State of Tennessee en route 
from Davenport, Iowa, to Sara- 
sota, Florida. 
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Miss Jensen was so absorbed 
in the state capitol, the War 
Memorial auditorium and other 
historic sites that she absent- 
mindedly dropped her purse. It 
contained $110 in cash, a Bible, 
an address book and letters. 

She was about to leave the city 
when she discovered the loss. 
Miss Jensen and three Wisconsin 
friends began retracing their 
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steps—to the church they had at- 
tended that Sunday and to other 
scenic spots. 

But, the purse did not turn up. 
So they got in their car and drove 
on to Florida. 

Meanwhile, three Negro girls 
had found the lost purse and were 
taking steps to return it to the 
owner. They were Peggy Shaw 
and Agnes Carmichael, freshmen 
at Tennessee State university, 
and Christy Powell, a senior at 
Cameron high school. They all 
attend the Gay-Lea Christian 
Church in Nashville. 

There were addresses aplenty 
in the handbag when the girls 
found it. But none of them were 
in Nashville, so the three girls 
phoned the Nashville Tennessean 
for help. 

A reporter called Davenport, 
which was listed in Miss Jensen’s 
purse as her home. However, a 
neighbor said the missionary was 
on a trip to Florida. 

Then the writer phoned the 
Sarasota friends and told them 
the purse had been found. Miss 
Jensen hadn’t got there yet. 

But when she did arrive, she 
found a pleasant surprise—news 
of the finding of the purse. 

Upon her return trip through 
Nashville, Miss Jensen got her 
purse from the girls and thanked 
them. 

“T think it’s wonderful of these 
three young girls to be so hon- 
est,” the nurse said in an inter- 
view. “I’m particularly pleased 
because I've been working with 
Negroes in Liberia for so many 
years.” 


TWO SIDES 


TO THE PICTURE 


I get what I want, he boasted. 
I envied the man, and yet; 

I think I am much the wiser. 
I've learned to want what I get. 


—Lalia Mitchell Thornton 


Source of True Power 


The Christian soldier, fully armed 
With faith and love, is one 
Who trusts less in atomic power 
Than power from God’s own 

Son. 
—Don Marshall 
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Samuel F. Pugh 


What About the Pulpit? 


VISITING minister sees 

the pulpit from an angle 
unfamiliar to the congregation. 
And what he sees! 

His vantage point may reveal 
immaculate shelves holding a Bi- 
ble, a hymnal, a notebook, a bul- 
letin, and a glass of fresh water. 
Or, it may be a jumble of old 
bulletins, church school papers, 
song books, sermon notes, song 
sheet music, and several half- 
filled water glasses. 

The pulpit is not sacred, but 
it deserves respect. We have 
learned not to lay coats on the 
Communion table or use it for a 
secretary’s desk, but we haven’t 
come to respect the pulpit in the 
same manner. And a cluttered 
pulpit shelf is evidence that even 
the minister does not realize the 
full significance of the pulpit 
from which he speaks. 

The pulpit is a symbol of the 
word of God as found in the Bi- 
ble and spoken by “the preacher” 
or minister as he is usually called. 
The ‘‘man of God” stands behind 
the pulpit to interpret the scrip- 
tures and to speak as a prophet. 
The pulpit is a symbol of freedom 
to express one’s convictions. It 
is a place from which a person 
may speak without fear as he 
proclaims the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

In a way the pulpit is a link 
between God and man, for God 
is speaking to man through his 
messenger. Therefore every dedi- 
cated minister feels that he, like 
Moses, stands on holy ground. 

The pulpit says to the prophet, 





Samuel F. Pugh is national direc- 
tor of church development of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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“Preach the gospel as you see 
it!’ Preach Jesus Christ! Preach 
to win persons to him! Preach 
to people about concern, compas- 
sion, faith, hope, love, discipline, 
beauty, forgiveness, sacrifice, and 
a special brafd of joy! Speak as 
a prophet should! 

In some denominations the pul- 
pit is limited to the use of the 
ministers “in the line of apostolic 
succession.” In churches of the 
Disciples of Christ the pulpit is 
open to ministers of all faiths and 
to any layman—man, woman, or 
youth. A free pulpit reflects a 
maturing body of Christian peo- 
ple. It encourages flexibility and 
the change that comes with new 
discoveries. 

One pulpit from which the 
writer spoke carried a small in- 
scription that said, “Sir, we would 
see Jesus.” That is an apt re- 
minder for all of us. There are 
so many discourses on so many 
things. Not every message from 
the pulpit deserves to be called a 
sermon. 

May we suggest that if your 
church needs a new pulpit it buy 
one (see Christian Board of Pub- 
lication catalogue) or have one 
made by a professional cabinet 
maker. Let the new pulpit be 
simple. Let it have dignity, 
beauty and strength—as well as 
such practical features as ad- 
justable height and a ledge for 
notes. It should be equipped 
with a light that will shine on 
the notes and not in the eyes of 
the congregation. 

The pulpit should be kept neat 
and free from any item that will 
not be used on a given Sunday. 

What of the pulpit? Why not 
examine the one in your church. 


WHERE JESUS WALKS 
by Willette Rasch Saunders 


I walked today where Jesus 
walked— 

Though not along the crooked 
streets of Jerusalem’s 
way— 

Nor by the sea called Galilee. 


I walked today; 
among the sick and lowly 
I saw “The” hands: 
reach out to help— 
lift up and heal. 
saw them placed: 
upon a blind man’s eyes 
and the light of day he saw. 
I saw an Alcoholic: 
turned from his way 
with the strength and cour- 
age of a friend. 


Lal 


I saw a child: 
lost and hurt from want of 
love— 
Starved from kindness yet 
undone. 


The hands reached out and 
stilled the crying of the 
heart and 
warmed the spirit of that 
child. 
The lame—He made to walk. 


The weary—He gave strength. 
Oh! would you walk today 
where Jesus walked? 


Could He use your hands 
for deeds His hands have 
done? 


Triumphant, Too 
by Berniece Ayers Hall 


If one small bird with broken 
wing 

Can still lift up his voice and 
sing 

His golden note to pierce gray 
skies— 

Then my soul’s tenderest songs 
shall rise 

Triumphant, too, before God’s 
throne, 

In spite of sorrow I have 
known. 
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World Convention Plans Revealed 


INDIANAPOLIS—Announcement of the theme of the program for 
the morning sessions of the Edinburgh Assembly of the World Con- 
vention was made here at a meeting of the program committee Sept. 


29. 


Theo Fisher, Indianapolis, is chair- 
man of this committee. 

James G. Clague, professor of 
theology, Christian Theological Sem- 
inary and a committee member, said 
the program in its morning sessions, 
will develop the central theme “The 
Nature of the Church and Our Fun- 
damental Commitment of Christ in 
His Church.” 

There are three main divisions of 
this theme: Mission and Message, 
Faith and Fellowship, Hope and Des- 
tiny. Each of the divisions is divided 
into three subjects which will at- 
tempt to cover the material of the 
main theme. 

Dr. Jesse M. Bader has reported on 
his recent trip to Scotland, where 
he met with committees at work 
in preparation for the assembly 
which will be held in Edinburgh, 
Aug. 2-7, 1960. 

The general committee has secured 
housing for over 3,000 delegates in 
hotels, university dormitories, tourist 
and private homes. 

The Glasgow District Committee is 
arranging housing and pre-conven- 
tion tours for passengers arriving on 
the SS “Ivernia.” A children’s pro- 
gram and child care during the con- 
vention are being scheduled. 

At an earlier meeting of the com- 
mittee on program and arrange- 
ments Mrs. Mae Yoho Ward reported 
that 52 missionaries will be present 
at the assembly. 

F. W. Weigmann, pastor of Down- 
ey Avenue Church, Indianapolis, 
and chairman of the convention 
music committee, reported plans un- 
der way for a choir of 334. 

Miss Jessie M. Trout, vice-president 
of the United Christian Missionary 
Society, reported on the World Chris- 
tian Women’s Fellowship plans and 
programs for Edinburgh. 

Information concerning travel and 
housing may be secured by writing 
H. B. Holloway, 110 S. Downey 
Avenue, Indianapolis. 


On CBS Broadcast 


INDIANAPOLIS—Dr. Myron C. Cole, 
Minister of Central Christian Church 
here, and the choir of that congrega- 
tion will represent the Christian 
Churches on the CBS radio program 
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Church of the Air on Sunday morn- 
ing, Nov. 8. 

Churches have been urged to in- 
form members of the program which 
is aired from New York from 7:00 to 
7:30 A. M. Time of broadcast in 
particular areas may vary. 

Dr. Cole will be one of two Dis- 
ciple speakers representing the 
brotherhood during the 1959-60 year. 
Dr. A. Wayne Braden, minister of 
Vine Street Christian Church, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., is scheduled next spring. 


LOOK Reprints 


INDIANAPOLIS—Arrangements have 
been made with Look magazine to 
provide reprints of the article on the 
Disciples of Christ which appeared 
in the Oct. 27 issue. 

The department of public relations 
of the International Convention is 
making reprints available for pur- 
chase by churches and individuals 
at a cost of $8 per 100. A charge of 
10c per reprint will be made for 
orders of less than 100. 

Copies of the Aaron Bohrod paint- 
ing (reproduced on heavy glossy 
stock suitable for framing) which 
accompanied the Look article, and 
which will not appear in the reprint, 
will be included as a bonus for all 
orders of 100 reprints. The Bohrod 
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painting may also be purchased in- 
dividually at a cost of $1. 

In an attempt to provide the re- 
prints and the Bohrod painting to 
the brotherhood at cost, churches are 
encouraged to order reprints on a 
cash basis only. Cash orders will be 
mailed postpaid. 

Cash orders may be sent now to: 
The International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ), P.O. Box 19136; Indianapolis 
19, Indiana. Orders will be filled 
after December 1. 


Disciple Is President of 
West Virginia University 


MORGANTOWN, W. VA.—Dr. Elvis J. 
Stahr, Jr., a member of First Chris- 
tian Church here has been inaugu- 
rated as the 14th president of West 
Virginia University. 

What was described as the “great- 
est dinner crowd in Morgantown 
history” was gathered early in Oc- 
tober to honor Dr. Stahr on the eve 
of his inauguration. Inaugural 
chairman Warren K. Agee, also a 
Disciple, reported that 800 guests 
attended. Among speakers for the 
dinner were Gov. Cecil H. Under- 
wood, Judge Elvis J. Stahr, promi- 
nent Kentucky lawyer and jurist, also 
a Disciple and father of President 
Stahr; and Dr. Herman Lee Donovan, 
another Christian churches member, 
who was president of the University 
of Kentucky when Dr. Stahr was law 
dean and provost at that university. 





DR. ELVIS J. STAHR, JR., a Dis- 
ciple who is the 14th president of 
West Virginia University. 
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Report from South Africa 


Johannesburg Third Unit Under Construction 


JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA—The building of the third unit of 
Linden Christian Church here has been in progress for over two 


months. 


The building will include a library 
and offices for the South African 
representative of The United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, who also 
is minister of the Linden Church. 

A small hall to be added to the 
present Campbell Hall will be par- 
titioned and used for three class- 
rooms on Sunday mornings. The 
library and offices will be used for 
Sunday school purposes and for 
board and committee meetings. 

The $10,500 cost of erection will 
be covered by the United Society’s 
Capital for Kingdom Building pro- 
gram. Linden Church has borne 
all the cost of the lot plus the build- 
ing cost of the sanctuary and Camp- 
bell Hall. The new unit will be 
used as the South African head- 
quarters of the United Society. 


The United Society representa- 
tive in South Africa, Basil Holt, 
and Mrs. Holt left here eight 


months ago for a year’s furlough. 
They traveled through Greece, Italy, 
Switzerland, France and Great 
Britain. Mr. Holt was hospitalized 
for an operation in Britain. 

The Holts reached New York in 
August, attended the International 
Convention assembly at Denver, and 
visited the First Christian Church in 
Maywood, Ill., where Mr. Holt served 
as minister from 1940 to 1946 and has 
been their living link since his re- 
turn to his native South Africa in 
1946. Mr. and Mrs. Austin Smith 
were transferred here from the Bel- 
gian Congo for one year to replace 
the Holts. 


SHIRLEY A. WEBSTER, a member 
of Linden Christian Church, has 
completed two years of study at 
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THIS IS the proposed Palm Lake Christian Church, 
Also shown are church officials: 
Dr. Paul E. Kimberly, board chairman, Roy C. Bishop, 


St. Petersburg, Fla. 
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Ground-breaking services were held Aug. 30. 


Culver-Stockton College and is con- 
tinuing her studies with plans to 
return to South Africa as a mis- 
sionary. Jan van der Poll, another 
Linden member, is studying for the 
ministry at Phillips University. 
The South African churches suffer 
from a serious shortage of minis- 
ters. Mr. Smith is now the only 
full-time minister there. Mr. Web- 
ber serves the church at Brakpan 
on Sundays while holding a secular 
job during the week. Benoni, Bokes- 
burg, Germiston and Orlando all 
need full-time trained leadership. 


New Church Building 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 


St. PETERSBURG, FLA.—The first 
building units to be erected by Palm 
Lake Christian Church are under 
construction here. 

Minister Kenneth G. Dean  con- 
ducted the special services inaugu- 
rating the construction. 

Among participants at ground- 
breaking ceremonies was Mrs. Mil- 
dred Herron, representative of the 
extension cOmmittee of Mirror Lake 
Christian Church here which pur- 
chased the 10-acre site and pre- 
sented it to the new Palm Lake 
congregation. 

The two buildings and furnishings 
will cost $95,000. They are the first 
of a three-unit building program 
covering a 10-year period. 


On Internal Unity 


Early this past summer a con- 
sultation on the internal unity of 
Christian Churches was held at 
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Friends University, Wichita, Kan. 

While this meeting was an out- 
growth of one of the area consulta- 
tions on unity held last fall, it was 
“entirely unofficial.” The planning 
committee was composed of an 
equal number of “cooperatives” and 
“independents,” and the program 
and personnel maintained this same 
balance. 

Ting Champie, minister of the 
University Place Christian Church, 
Enid, Oklahoma, was the convenor. 
Dr. Lester Rickman, Missouri State 
secretary, was keynote speaker. 
Opening addresses dealing with 
points of agreement and difference 
among Christian Churches’ were 
brought by representatives of each 
group. 

Ten discussion groups, composed 
of an equal number of cooperatives 
and independents, representing both 
ministers and laymen, faced the is- 
sues which had been presented. 
Each group reported its findings and 
recommendations to the final ses- 
sion, after which summations were 
presented by John Greenlee for the 
independents, Dean Stephen J. Eng- 
land for the cooperatives. 

The only business action taken 
was to recommend another consul- 
tation for next year. Those who 
were present were conscious of the 
fact that while nothing was set- 
tled, at least a beginning had been 
made in the right direction. 

It was a surprise to many that 
the people of divergent views could 
be so congenial while differing. 

The messages of this meeting 
were tape recorded and are now 
available in printed form. Those 
interested can secure copies for $1 
each from Charles Gresham, Mid- 
west Christian College, Oklahoma 
City. 

The planning committee for next 
year’s conference met in Wichita 
Sept. 28.—JAMES B. CARR 
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extension chairman and Kenneth G. Dean, pastor, as 
they view architect’s sketches and building site. Build- 
ing and furnishings will cost $95,000. 
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World Convention Travel 


The question is often asked as 
to how the World Convention As- 
sembly is financed, since there is 
no annual or special budget for this 
purpose. 

Of course, the registration fees 
help some but obviously they do 
not cover all the expenses of the 
local committee. 

The chief source of income is 
the normal commission and earnings 
which the World Convention receives 
by acting as an agent in providing 
and making available transporta- 
tion by airplane and _ steamship. 
This includes transportation to and 
from Edinburgh, as well as the pre- 
convention and post-convention 
tours. 

All revenue thus earned is ap- 
plied on the cost of holding the 
assembly, and it does help to insure 
the financial success of the venture. 
The cost to the traveler is uniform. 

Naturally many tour companies 
realize the popularity of a world 
gathering such as ours and seek to 
encourage convention-goers to tra- 
vel and tour with them. Since they 
make no bookings through Conven- 
tion representatives, no commissions 
are involved. 

There are various brotherhood or- 
ganizations which conduct annual 
tours, and they will normally head 
them in the direction of Edinburgh 
at convention time. These include 
tours of the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society to mission fields and 
study tours by Texas Christian 
University, Butler University, Beth- 
any College, and perhaps others. 

These are welcomed by the World 
Convention and are not in competi- 
tion with the official tours for non- 
specialized groups, in any way. 

The World Convention has repre- 
sentatives in every area of the 
United States and in other countries 
of the world, and it is hoped that 
those who are simply attending the 
convention and taking tours just 
before or after the convention will 
patronize the official groups and 
thus insure the financial success of 
the assembly. 


Associate Executive 


SEATTLE, WaAsH.—C. Alton Bros- 
trom has been called by the Wash- 
ington Christian Missionary Society 
and the Washington Christian Men’s 
Fellowship to serve as associate 
secretary and state leader of CMF. 

Mr. Brostrom has resigned his 
pastorate with Lake City Christian 
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Church here and began his new 
work Sept. 15. 

He developed the new Englewood 
Christian Church in Portland and 
remained there as minister for seven 
years. Eleven years ago he was 
called to start the Lake City Church 
with 26 charter members. Today 
the congregation has a membership 
of over 550. 


Virginia Dedication 

ROSELAND, Va—Beech Grove 
Christian Church here has dedicated 
its new education building. Guest 
minister for the dedication service 
was Clarence Smoot, minister of the 
Graham Church, Bluefield, Va. 

Dr. John L. Suttenfield of Fair- 
view Christian Church, Lynchburg, 
Va., gave the dedicatory sermon in 
the afternoon. 

J. D. Farries is the pastor of 
Beech Grove Church. 


Kansas City Ordination 


Kansas City, Mo.—David W. 
Hicks, member of Country Club 
Christian Church here, was ordained 
to the Christian ministry at a spe- 
cial service on Sunday morning, 
Sept. 6. 

Dr. J. David Arnold, ad interim 
pastor, preached the sermon. 

A recent graduate of Culver- 
Stockton College, Mr. Hicks is in his 
second year of seminary at The Col- 
lege of the Bible. 


Lima, Ohio, Unit 


Under Construction 


Lima, OHIo—South Side Church 
of Christ here is in the process of 
constructing a new education build- 
ing costing more than $182,000. 

Pictured below (from right) are: 
E. J. Penhorwood, minister (lifting 
first spade of dirt), E. J. Hefner, 
superintendent of the Bible school; 
Lester Winegardner (partly hidden), 
chairman of trustees; Arthur Thom- 
as, general chairman of financial 
program; Joe Conrad, trustee; Earl 
Tippie, deacon; D. W. Miller (shovel 
in hand), building committee chair- 
man; Don Wren, chairman of 
church board; Robert Spees, clerk 
of the board; E. R. Shinabery, as- 
sistant superintendent of Bible 
school; Mrs. Wayne Ramga, retir- 
ing president of CWF; and Mrs. H. 
L. Shawler, president-elect of CWF. 

New offices, a chapel and tower 
with 20-foot stainless-steel cross will 
be part of the new structure. 

Mr. and Mrs. Penhorwood began 
their 32nd year of ministry with 
South Side Church a few months 
ago. 














Growing Strength Shown 
By Evangelistic Association 


Evangelism Interest 


DENVER, CoLo.—The National 
Evangelistic Association of Disciples 
of Christ meeting here Aug. 27-28 
elected Dr. Lin D. Cartwright as 
president. 

Dr. Cartwright, for nearly ten 
years editor of The Christian-Evan- 
gelist, is now editor emeritus. 

This increasingly popular gather- 
ing meets each year preceding the 
International Convention Assembly 
of Christian Churches. 


The association was created for 
the purpose of stimulating the cause 
of evangelism in the brotherhood 
of the Disciples of Christ. 

As minister and editor Dr. Cart- 
wright has always stressed evan- 
gelism and was the featured speaker 
for the annual meeting of the asso- 
ciation. He spoke on “The Content 
of the Gospel” and “The Intent of 
the Gospel.” 


Dr. G. Gerald Sias, pastor, Central 
Christian Church, Enid, Okla., served 
during the past year as the associa- 
tion president. He delivered the 


president’s address to the organiza- 
tion on Thursday evening. 

Dr. Thomas W. Toler, pastor, First 
Christian Church, Oakland, Calif., 
was named vice-president for a sec- 
ond term. 

Other officers elected included: 
Mrs. Arlene Dux Rothenburger, In- 
dianapolis, secretary; Harold W. 
Deitch, Salem, Ohio, treasurer; and 
general secretary, Donald M. Sal- 
mon, Indianapolis, director of evan- 
gelism for The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Dr. George R. Davis, pastor, First 
Christian Church, Wichita Falls, 
Tex., told the 500 ministers attend- 
ing the meeting that the current 
“revival of religion” was a “pious 
pretense of our society” and was a 
major hindrance to the communica- 
tion of the gospel. 

Other brotherhood leaders who 
spoke included: Charles W. Severns, 
pastor of First Christian Church, 
Phoenix, Ariz., and Beauford A. Nor- 
ris, president of Christian Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Indianapolis. 

A clinic on evangelism was held 
the opening afternoon under the di- 
rection of Spencer P. Austin, In- 
dianapolis. 


Brotherhood News 
Lecturing Abroad 


INDIANAPOLIS—Dr. Lester McAl- 
lister’s projected lectureship at 
Overdale College in England begin- 
ning February and ending next June 
is under sponsorship of the Com- 
mittee on Fraternal Aid to British 
Churches of Christ, it was announced 
by Spencer P. Austin, executive sec- 
retary for Unified Promotion. 

Dr. McAllister, provost of Bethany 
College, Bethany, W. Va., will be 
teaching courses in Biblical History, 
Post-Reformation Church History 
and Christian Education. 


Ground Breaking 


DEs MOINES, Ia.—On Sept. 20, fol- 
lowing the morning worship service, 
members of Glen Echo Christian 
Church here held a ground-breaking 
ceremony for their new education 
unit. 

The congregation marched out- 
doors to the building site, singing: 
“Forward Through the Ages.” Rep- 
resentatives of the various depart- 
ments of the church spoke on be- 
half of their departments as did the 
minister, C. S. Linkletter. 

The new one-story and basement 
brick building will provide 20 class- 
rooms. 





COMMUNION KITS 
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Antioch® Pastor's @ Bethany Elder's 
Communion Kit Communion Kit 
De luxe pocket kit, designed for long, ° Lightweight and flat, with a modern slip- 
dependable service, as well as beauty. on cover, this kit fits into an ordinary suit 
Packed in a leatherette case with four pocket. Includes four Antioch chalices, 
Antioch chalices, a frosted, air-tight @ frosted air-tight bottle, polished aluminum 
bottle, aluminum or silver- bread box with lid for use in serving. 
plated bread box with re- Every elder will take pride in this 
movable lid for use in e serviceable kit. 414” x 63/" x 11/”. 
serving. An immeasurable 45A439, $5.00 
convenience for the minister. 
41/,”" x 7 ig x 11/,”, 
45A510, with aluminum @ Write for 
bread box, $7.00; 454461, details of com- 
silver-plated bread box, plete Bethany 
$8.00; 45A513, leather and Antioch® 
case, sterling silver bread communion 
box, plastic cups, $25.00 * Services 
Christian Board of Publication Box 179 St. Louis 66 
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What Should You Do 








In an. Emergency 


Dodge Safety Consultant 


It doesn’t matter whether you are driving to the corner drug 
store or taking a long trip, there’s always a chance you may be 
faced with an emergency. 

Because feminine drivers often don’t know what to do when an 
unusual situation arises, many panic. This isn’t necessary, how- 
ever, if you remember these few simple hints. 

IF YOU HAVE A BLOW-OUT .. . Let your car coast to a 
stop. Don’t brake hard. Move to the edge of the road. 

IF YOUR BRAKES FAIL .. . Use the hand brake. Steer into 
the curb if necessary. 

IF YOU GET OFF ON THE SHOULDER .. . Hold steering 
wheel firmly. Let the car slow down; then turn the wheels back 
onto the road. 

IF YOU START TO SKID .. . Turn the wheels in the direction 
of the skid. Don’t set your brakes. 

IF YOU ARE CAUGHT BY A LIGHT CHANGE ... At an 
intersection, continue at safe speed. Approaching an intersec- 
tion, stop safely if you can. But don’t slam on the brakes. 


by Martha Johnson 
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Bread is God's Gift 


PENSION FUND OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
800 Test Bldg Indianapolis 4, Ind 





RELAX eee 


CERTAIN SUCCESS 


A lady who had raised seven 
fine sons was asked how she did 
it. 


She replied, “I did it with 
prayer and hickory.” 


—Wesleyan Methodist 
e®e ®@ 


DEFINITION 


Parents: People who bear in- 
fants, bore teen-agers and board 
newlyweds. 


—QUOTE 
e@e 8 


Memory is what makes you 
wonder what you’ve forgotten to 
do. 


CHILD’S PRAYER— 
By Grownups 


Now I lay me down to sleep. 

I trust the state will always keep 
A watchful eye on house and car 
Nor let the war scare go too far. 


Preserve my parakeet and pup 

And may my stocks and bonds 
go up. 

Remind me, too, when I shall 
wake, 

To do some things for conscience’ 
sake. 


—Carl R. Brown 
e@@ @ 


CONCERN 


The young couple parked their 
foreign sports car and went into 
a restaurant for dinner. As it 
began to sprinkle, the girl spoke. 
“Run out and put your coat over 
the car, dear, so it won’t get 
spotted.” 

—WYOMING BRANDING IRON 





“I like picture books—they’re 
almost like TV!” 


THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 
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—CHRIST 
(Continued from page 15.) 
“But do I? Have I let the 


really important thing be blocked 
out by my own desires for glory. 


I know the school will have trou- - 


ble finding someone who is will- 
ing to coach for such a low sal- 
ary, yet, it wouldn’t be fair to 
Barbara to ask her to continue 
all this struggle, it has been hard 
enough on her as it is.” 

“Jim.”’ It was Barbara calling 
from the other room. “That man 
that was looking for you the 
other night called while you were 
out. He said his name was Mr. 
Thomas.” 

“Thomas? I don’t know any 
Thomas. Probably wants to sell 
us something. What did you tell 
him?” 

“Well, he said that he would 
like to see you if he could, so I 
told him you would be home this 
evening. He is planning on stop- 
ping by about eight o’clock.” 

Jim returned to the blank sheet 
of paper on the table. He knew 
he must talk again with Barbara 
before he would be able to write 
a word. 

Slowly Jim walked into the 
living room. He knew that he 
would never know peace in his 
decision until Barbara had as 
much of a part in deciding as he. 
He had had his say; now it was 
time to try it as she had so 
wisely suggested and what he had 
known all along should be done. 

“Honey! You’re right; this is 
too important a decision to ap- 
proach as we have done. We 
have left out the most important 
way of finding an answer; let’s 
pray about it.” 

“Father, You know our prob- 
lems and our needs. You also 


thanked the University for its 
wonderful offer, but explained he 
must refuse it. 

The knock on the door came 
just as Jim sealed the letter. He 
could hear the deep voice intro- 
ducing himself to Barbara as Mr. 
Thomas. 

As Jim came through the door 
he saw a gray haired gentleman 
in fine tailored clothes. After in- 
troductions were over, Mr. 
Thomas came right to the point. 

“Mr. Brock, I have been watch- 
ing you and your boys on the 
field for the last three games.” 

“It hasn’t been too good a 
score, has it?” 

Mr. Thomas smiled: ‘No, but 
I have liked what I have seen. 
Those boys play with a dedica- 
tion in their hearts, which is 
more than I have seen from 
most teams.” 

“That, Mr. Thomas, is because 
they are serving the Lord even 
on the playing field.’ 

“This can be seen from the 
stands. That is why I am here. 
I am a man well off, not rich 
mind you but enough to keep me 
comfortable and a little to invest 


as I please. Well! I would like 
to invest it in those boys. This 
is for the Athletic Fund. I’m 


sorry it can’t be a fabulous sum 
but may it help in some small 
way.” 

Jim and Barbara stared at the 
check which was as precious to 
them as if it had been a million. 
Then as their eyes met they 
seemed to say: “This is where 





we belong, the Lord is blessing 
his work. As He has provided 
for the team, he will take care 
of us too.” 





Wake, Music Man 


for World Convention 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Professor Arthur 
N. Wake, minister of music on the 
faculty of The College of the Bible 
here, has been selected as the di- 
rector of music at the World Con- 
vention of Churches of Christ (Dis- 
ciples) in their sixth assembly 
scheduled for Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Aug. 2-7, 1960. 

F. W. Weigmann, Indianapolis, 
Ind., is chairman of the music com- 
mittee. He reports that his group 
has already begun the selection of 
hymns and the enlistment of choir 
members from various countries. 
Since the seating capacity of the 
choir loft in Usher Hall is 334, the 
choir will be limited to that number, 
Mr, Weigmann reported. 


Kansan Ordained 


BAXTER SPRINGS, KAN.—Rex Heav- 
in was ordained to the ministry 
of the Christian Churches at First 
Christian Church here on Aug. 16. 

A Timothy of the church, Mr. 
Heavin graduated from Phillips 
University this year and has enrolled 
in the Graduate Seminary at Enid. 

He is serving as student minister 
of First Christian Church, Lamont, 
Okla. 

The ordination sermon was deliv- 
ered by Ralph Sell, pastor of First 
Christian Church, Flora, Ind. Mr. 
Sell was minister of the church here 
when Mr. Heavin made his life ded- 
ication. 

Joe Samuel 
Church. 


is pastor of First 
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A unique guide 
to Bible reading, 
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by the bold and brilliant East German Luth- 
eran pastor and author of The Sign of 
Jonah. Guenter Rutenborn’s faith has 
been forged in the fire of world wars and 
revolution. He has maintained his inde- 
pendence in the face of Nazism and 
Communism. His approach to the Bible, 
as a result of these experiences, is a 
fresh one, with especial emphasis on 
passages pertinent to us today. 
THE WORD WAS GOD 
By Guenter Rutenborn 
Translated by Elmer E. Foelber 
$5.00, now at your bookstore 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


know our strengths and our 
weaknesses. We ask now that You 
will use them all to fulfill Your 
plans for our lives. Amen.” 

Neither Jim nor Barbara had 
to tell the other what each al- 
ready knew. Staying would be 
hard at times but the joy of serv- 
ing where they should be would 
ease the load. 

Jim returned to his pen. Words 
flowed from it easily now as he 
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@ Warner 


Luther 
graduate from The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky., was ordained 
to the ministry at St. Charles Ave- 
nue Christian Church, New Orleans, 


Owen, recent 


La., Sept. 27. Jay R. Calhoun, of 
the UCMS, gave the ordination ser- 
mon. Mr. Owen, one of twelve from 
St. Charles Avenue Church who have 
dedicated their lives to full-time 
service in church vocations, began 
work Oct. 1 as associate pastor of 
the First Christian Church, Burbank, 
Calif. 


@ First Christian Church, Santa 
Monica, Calif., is sponsoring the 
erection of Christian Towers, a home 
for elderly people. The projected 
eleven-story apartment-type build- 
ing will have 117 units, including 
apartments for persons over 62 years 
age. Construction of Christian 
Towers is expected to begin in 1960 
with completion scheduled for 1961. 
For information write: Santa Monica 
Christian Towers, 609 Arizona St., 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


@A Certificate of Ministerial Li- 
cense was presented to John H. 
Boos on his 84th birthday by the 
congregation which he serves as lay 
preacher, the Lake Charles Hills 
Christian Church of O’Fallon, Mo. 
Mr. Boos, an immigrant from Ger- 
many many years ago, makes his 
home in nearby Wentzville, where 
he served as editor of the commu- 
nity newspaper until his retirement. 
The Lake Charles Hills congregation 
is in a building program and plans 
to dedicate its new building late 
this fall. 


@ Dr. Ralph W. Nelson was the guest 
minister at First Christian Church 
in Jacksonville, Fla., Sept. 6. Pro- 
fessor Nelson taught philosophy 
and religion at Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla., for over 25 years. Fol- 
lowing his retirement from teach- 
ing several years ago he and Mrs. 
Nelson moved to Florida, where they 
now make their home at Jackson- 
ville. 


@ Christian churches of Oklahoma, 
through the Oklahoma Christian 
Missionary Society, united with 
eleven other religious groups in the 
state to sponsor the Hall of Religion 
at the Oklahoma State Fair which 
was held in Oklahoma City recently. 
In the permanent type structure, 
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located near the entrance to the 
fair grounds, 12 different religious 
organizations had displays picturing 
their history and work in Oklahoma. 


@ Hans Van der Flier is the new 
exchange student sponsored by 
Country Club Christian Church, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. He is the son of a 
Dutch Reformed minister who serves 
a church in Velp, the Netherlands. 
Hans has enrolled in Southwest High 
School in Kansas City where he is 
taking American history, English, 
psychology, American problems, typ- 
ing and public speaking. 


© Building Plans .. . 
With Church Extension 


Staff representatives of the Board 
of Church Extension have consulted 
with the following churches recently 
regarding programs of church build- 
ing and financing: 


Massillon, First, Ohio. Gordon Hag- 
bery, minister. To discuss plans for a 
sanctuary on a new site and a chapel 
which is now under construction. 

Sylvania, Ohio. Richard Wilcox, min- 
ister. Set up building fund campaign 
to provide for the erection of a fellow- 
ship-educational unit. 

Hood River, First, Ore. Dale Copsey, 
minister. Set up building fund cam- 
paign to provide resources for a first 
unit on a newly purchased site. 

Portland, Englewood, Ore. Charles 

Warren, minister. Conducted a 
building fund campaign for debt retire- 
ment and completion of the fellowship 
hall. 

Chanute, First, Kan. To discuss 
plans for the erection of an educational 
building and remodeling program. 

Beloit, First, Kan. Richard Tarr, 
minister. To set up a three-year build- 
ing fund program to provide funds for 
the erection of a new educational unit. 

McCook, First, Neb. An architectural 
consultation concerning erection of a 
sanctuary and fellowship facilities on a 
new site. 

Lake Jackson, First, Texas. Glenn F. 
Moore, minister. Completed a building 
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fund campaign to provide funds to 
erect a new first unit. 

Houston, First, Texas. Dr. John C. 
Knowles, minister. Set up a building 
fund campaign to provide funds to re- 
tire the present indebtedness and an 
expansion program. 

Charlottesville, Park St., Va. Walter 
Calhoun, minister. Climaxed a building 
fund program to provide funds to be 
used for the construction of a first unit. 
Williamsport, First Church of Christ, 
Pa. Robert Greene, minister. To dis- 
cuss plans for possible relocation of the 
church. 

Albuquerque, Monte Vista, N. M. 
To develop a master plan which in- 
cludes a new sanctuary and additional 
educational facilities. 

Minneapolis, Audubon Park, Minn. 
E. P. Gabriel, minister. Completed a 
building fund campaign providing funds 
for the future expansion of a new 
church program. 


GUIDANCE & WISDOM 








For All the Family 


Scripture Text 
Calendar 
First and Foremost 


For more than 45 years 
the Messenger SCRIPTURE 
TEXT CALENDAR has 
brought inspiration, 
beauty and instruction 
to homes throughout 
the world. Bible verses 
for every day, 13 full 
color religious art re- 
productions, the 
story of each picture 
and “a year with 
the Bible” on every 
page. No one can esti- 
mate the daily Chris- 
tian influence of this 
calendar in your home. 


PRICES 
Single copy 45c 
3 copies $ 1.25 
12 copies 4.50 
* ES oes eat 25 copies 7.75 
A 45676 9. 50 copies 15.00 
1 i2131415 16 | 1OOcopies 27.00 


Prices in larger quan- 
tities upon request. 


Church imprint if wanted. 


Ask to see Messenger’s 
k _ Boxed Art Assortment 
of Scripture Text Christmas and Everyday Cards. 


Order Messenger’s calendars and Cards 
through your denominational publishing 
house or Christian bookstore. 
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MESSENGER CORPORATION 
DEPT. CE AUBURN, INDIANA 
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2. The Land of the Bible Speaks 
3. Journey to Hope 
4. Where Do Ministers Come From? 
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All films produced by 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH FILMS FOUNDATION, INC. 


are sound, colored, 16mm films, showing exclusively Christian 
Churches and Christian Church activities. 
1. Where the Bible Speaks, We Speak 


Rental $12.50 each from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
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5. That They May All Be One 
6. No Creed but Christ 

7. This Is My Body 

8. The Churches at Work 
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Your Building Questions Answered 


by William T. Pearcy 


QUESTION: What are the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of borrow- 
ing from the Board of Church Ex- 
tension? What are the procedures 
in securing a Church Extension 
loan? 


ANSWER: The need that prompted 
the establishment of the Church 
Extension Fund was the financing 
of church building. At the begin- 
ning, it was the only service offered. 

Incidentally, the first loan made 
was in 1884 to our First Christian 
Church in Atchison, Kan. The 
amount was $500. That wouldn’t 
go very far today in projects that 
often run into hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. But, it was the 
forerunner of this important phase 
of our total work. 

Just recently, in meeting with our 
First Christian Church of Little 
Rock, Ark., of which Dan C. Kenner 
is the minister, I said to a group 
of the leaders—“Church Extension 
can work out, for this church, as 
much of a loan as it is able to 
carry.” We talked in terms of 
$200,000 to $215,000 of debt. 

At our last directors’ meeting, a 
loan of $150,000 was approved. At 
our next one, a loan of $134,500 is 
to be recommended for one of our 
congregations in Oklahoma. 

But while we are in position to 
assist a church with a larger loan, 
we are just as anxious to serve 
through loans as small as $1,000. 

What are the advantages of a 
Church Extension loan? Well, there 
are several: 


1. You can be sure that, regard- 
less of the purpose, you will not 
borrow more than you can repay. 


William T. Pearcy is the presi- 


dent of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension. 
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We insist that a church raise every 
possible dollar, and that the amount 
of the loan be for the minimum. 

2. You will receive a fair interest 
rate. And there are ways in which 
every church can qualify for our 
lowest prevailing rate. 

3. You know that the interest you 
pay assists Church Extension in 
carrying on its many services to 
both new and established Christian 
churches throughout the world. 

4. You are in the hands of your 
own Brotherhood. Our staff is al- 
ways ready to assist you. And, if 
times become difficult, you have the 
knowledge that, if the congregation 
did its best, Church Extension would 
see you through. 

5. You know that whatever the 
conditions and terms of the loan ap- 
proved, they are for the best inter- 
est of the church, as well as for 
Church Extension. 

6. You have an additional incen- 
tive for repaying your debt—for, as 
fast as the money is received, we 
make it immediately available to 
some other congregation that is 
ready to build. 


As far as disadvantages in bor- 
rowing through Church Extension— 
maybe I’m prejudiced, but, at the 
moment, I can’t think of one. Some 
might feel that quicker loan service 
could be obtained locally. However, 
a check of the records will show, 
in my judgment, that, if a church 
follows the time schedule which we 
develop for it, the whole loan pro- 
cedure will work out in a very satis- 
factory way. 

How do you secure a Church Ex- 
tension loan? 

Recently, I had a letter from Ira 
Crewdson, who is serving an ad 


interim pastorate at Traverse City, 
Michigan. He said they needed a 
new parsonage, and there was op- 
portunity to buy the property adja- 
cent to the church for parking and 
possible future expansion. Through 
correspondence we were able to 
work out the necessary arrange- 
ments—namely, they raise $5,000 
and we would recommend a loan 
of $15,000 to our Directors. 

Where we know something of the 
church—and the project is a mod- 
est one—such as a parsonage, a new 
organ, purchase of additional prop- 
erty, repairs, minor remodeling, or 
possibly air conditioning—the loan 
can usually be worked out by mail. 
The first step is for the church to 
write, giving us a statement of what 
it would like to do. 

In situations, where the program 
is more ambitious, such as a new 
educational unit, a major rebuilding 
of the present structure, or possibly 
building entirely new at another lo- 
cation, a general consultation should 
be requested. In this the whole pro- 
cedure will be outlined, step-by-step, 
and a time schedule developed. 

This is exactly what happened at 
our First Church, Paducah, Ken- 
tucky, where I recently visited. It 
is seriously considering selling and 
moving. The project will likely in- 
volve a loan of $100,000 or more. 
When the time comes for borrow- 
ing, the church will furnish us with 
certain essential information on ex- 
actly what it proposes to do, the 
cost, and a suggested proposed plan 
of financing. 

If your church needs to borrow 
money for any purpose related to 
property, building or equipment 
write Church Extension. I am con- 
fident we can find a way to assist. 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Index 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I want to thank the staff of The 
CE-FR for the excellent articles 
which appear in the paper. It is a 
constant source of helpful ideas and 
suggestions for the entire church. 
Would it be at all possible to take 
another step forward and publish a 
yearly topical index along with the 
regular author and title index? This 
would increase even more the use- 
fulness of the paper.—ELLIs O. Mar- 
TIN, Columbia Falls, Mont. 


EpITor’s COMMENT: We make up 
the index week by week as we go 
along. We can give consideration 
to a topical index for 1960, if it 
seems desirable. 


Interpretation 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I would like to pass on a thought 
about the editorial, “Reason Steps 
In” (CE-FR, August 23, 1959). 


I do not wish to hurt or harm 
anyone and pray for more sincere 
love of my enemies but I was long 
troubled to think that by returning 
good for evil I would only inflict 
torture of “coals of fire.” 

Then came a new and comforting 
understanding. The pain of fire is 
not so that they shall suffer as I 
have, but is the refining fire of God’s 
love that I have directed upon 
them.—Mkrs. J. T. BRIDGES, Sr., Val- 
dosta, Ga. 


Predecessor 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Your August 9 issue carries an 
article by a writer who uses the 
name of H. Walter Shaw. In this 
item, he discusses “The Returning 
Predecessor.” 


All of us know of the dangers 
that can be created if a minister re- 
turns to his former pastorates with 
regularity. However, there is some- 
thing sad within the thought that 
a minister is asked to completely 
sever his relationship with a con- 
gregation and a community when 
he moves. 

Is it reasonable to require that a 
minister suddenly disregard the 
friendships he has made over the 
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five or ten years he has lived in a 
town and worked in a church fel- 
lowship? I feel that these relation- 
ships can be maintained over the 
years without causing damage to a 
church. Of course, all this must be 
done in moderation. 


A large portion of the New Testa- 
ment is composed of letters by the 
Apostle Paul who kept writing back 
to churches to encourage them to 
support the new “preachers” and, 
above all, to continue their faith in 
Christ. 


Also, I believe that it is possible 
for a current pastor and a predeces- 
sor to be on good terms, especially 
when they are working within the 
framework of the same brotherhood. 

This relationship need not be that 
as described by Mr. Shaw when he 
says, “Make a friend of the prede- 
cessor by remembering that he is 
human.” Such a statement makes 
it sound as if the current minister 
is God overlooking the faults of the 
predecessor.—JAY WILLARD (nom de 
plume), Norfolk, Va. 


EpitTor’s COMMENT: We know the 
names of the author and letter 
writer and have not changed our 
policy on anonymous materials. 


Much Ado 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


In the August 2, 1959, issue of 
The CE-FR, on the “Letters” page, 
I read an article by a Mr. Benjamin 
B. Peck of Bethel, Connecticut. He 
wrote very fluently concerning the 
change in the name from “Church 
of Christ (Disciples)” to the name 
“Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).” I appreciated his sincerity 
and loyalty to the past in our great 
movement. But I must take issue 
with his findings. I do this in a 
spirit of Christian brotherhood. 

Where this fine article quoted 
from Mr. Campbell, I would like to 
go farther back if possible, into the 
first century understandings of the 
Spirit-guided writers of the New 
Testament. The last half of Romans 
6:16 states: “. . . The churches of 
Christ salute you.”, This would in- 
dicate the name by which the 
Churches of that first century of 
Christianity were called, and since 
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Letters... 


the words Churches of Christ are 
used, would seem to lend support to 
Mr. Peck’s stand on names. ... 

Briefly, “ai Ekklesiai,’ which is 
translated “the churches” is in the 
nominative case, plural number... 
and simply speaks of “the churches” 
in a plural sense. The phrase, “tou 
Christou,” translated “of Christ,’ is 
in the genitive case, singular num- 
ber, to show “possession,” in that 
Christ is the Owner of the churches. 

It happens that in some transla- 
tions, it is accurately translated as 
(1) Churches of Christ . . . showing 
that Christ was the Owner of the 
plurality of churches. But, it would 
be just as accurate to translate it: 
(2) Christ’s churches show- 
ing that Christ was the Owner of 
the plurality of churches; or (3) 
to use the Latin suffix: “ian” (which 
means “of’) on the end of Christ’s 
name, making it read Christian 
churches which still honors 
Christ as the Owner of the plurality 
of churches. 

To me an argument between us- 
ing the title “Church of Christ” or 
“Christian Church” or “Christ’s 
Church” is much ado about nothing. 
Jesus once said that we are apt to 
strain at a gnat and swallow a 
camel. I believe this would almost 
be in that category!—A. GERALD 
WHITTIER, Ulysses, Kan. 


Surprise and Distaste 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I am_ surprised to note W. B. 
Blakemore’s reference to “Campbell- 
ites” in his article “John Calvin” 
(CH-FR, Sept. 6, 1959). The at- 
tempt of scoffers to derisively pin 
this name on Disciples was, I have 
always understood, successfully re- 
pulsed a hundred years ago. Al- 
most equally distasteful is Mr. Blake- 
more’s inclusion of the Disciples of 
Christ among “Protestant denomi- 
nations.” 

The use of such terms by one oc- 
cupying Mr. Blakemore’s influential 
position is quite regrettable— 
Harry M. Hays, Butler, Pa. 


EpITor’s COMMENT: The fine line 
between subjective hopes and ob- 
jective views is often difficult to dis- 
cern. 
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Now...an RSV Bible that brings even 
greater understanding of God’s Word 


THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION CONCORDANCE REFERENCE BIBLE 


Thislong-awaited edition of the RSV Bible can make read- 
ing the Bible more spiritually rewarding than ever before. 

Over 75,000 center column references have been added to 
the already clear, easy-to-understand RSV text of this 
Bible. Some listings refer you to other passages having 
acommon theme. Others illustrate the meaning of a verse, 
complete the thought, or indicate its outcome. 

To help you find verses where a particular word or 
name appears, there is a 792-page concise concordance and list 


of proper names. And there are twelve maps in color with 
which you can trace Biblical journeys. 

Clearly readable type, opaque white paper, the hest in 
cloth and leathers also help make this an edition of the 
Scriptures which your family and friends will use and 
treasure for years. 

The new RSV Concordance Reference Bible will make 
a perfect Christmas gift for your loved ones as well as a 
handsome and important addition to your home library. 


There are seven handsome editions from which to choose 


#4800X (shown at top of page): 
Maroon buckram over boards; 
India paper; leatheroid spine; 
headband; 2-color dust jacket; 
less than 1” thick..... $9.00 


references 


#4807X, 4807XR. Black or red 


ALL EDITIONS HAVE... 


e Over 75,000 center column 


e 192-page concise concordance 
e List of proper names 

© 12 maps in full color 

e More than 1,500 pages 

e All bindings stamped in 


#4808X, 4808XR (not pictured). 
Beautiful de luxe edition; black 
or red genuine cowhide; Nelson 
Super-Thin Indopaque paper; 
semi-overlappingcovers;round 
corners; gold edges; ribbon 
marker; boxed; only 13/16” 
ee &¢ <0060s<0 $17.50 


#4868X, 4868XR. Superbly 


: crafted, de luxe edition; red 
genuine leather; India paper; ° sane al ation pa or black genuine morocco; 
limp style; round corners; gold £ ~ page leather-lined; Nelson Super- Thin 
edges; ribbon marker; boxed; © Easy-te-read type 


less than 1%” thick... .$12.50 





Now on sale at your bookstore and denominational publishing house 


@ 51/2 x 85/16” page size 


Indopaque paper; semi-overlap- 
ping covers;round corners, gold 
edges; ribbon marker; boxed; 
only 13/16” thick .....$22.50 





THOMAS NNEtson & SONS 


Exclusive publishers of the Revised Standard Version Bible 














‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


BEACON LIGHT 
What Psychology Says About Re- 


ligion. By Wayne E. Oates. Asso- 
ciation Press. 128 pages. §$ .50 
(Paper). 


It has been deeply disturbing to 
some persons to discover that reli- 
gion can be used to keep people in 
bondage to childish and sick ways 
of life. The idea: that our faith can 
involve a “projection of our own 
feelings and needs learned in child- 
hood” has created deep anxiety. 

The truth in some of these psy- 
chological ideas has struck home 
and has meant some turning away 
from faith and for some a long 
night of wandering toward a more 
mature faith. This little book will 
be a beacon light of hope and clari- 
fication in this often clouded area. 

It is written for any interested 
person. It recognizes that religion 
can be childish, but it may be a 
way to maturity. It can be an ex- 
pression of sickness, but it may be 
a way to health. It can be illusory, 
but it may be a way to reality. The 
outcome depends upon the honesty 
and openness of the search and on 
whether the searcher experiences 
acceptance and love from men of 
faith on the way. It should help 
stimulate psychologists toward a 
more clear and involved study of 
healthy religious behavior. There 
is already some grasp of sick proc- 
esses. It is accurate and thorough 
enough to help any learned person. 

But it is clear and moving enough 
to guide the beginning student of 
psychology through times of anx- 
iety and confusion as he begins to 
see himself more clearly. And it 
should be of some help to the person 
ridden with personal difficulties and 
seeking therapeutic help yet con- 
fused and torn between a childish 
faith and supposed (or actual) athe- 
istic attitudes found in some thera- 
pists.—JacK M. SHERLEY 


SPIRITUAL VALUE 
Youth Programs on Nature 
Themes. By Ruth Schroeder. Abing- 

don Press. 192 pages. $2.75. 
Youth, through these twenty-three 
services of worship, may move from 
the valley of humility, suffering, and 
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service to the mountains and the 
love and majesty of God. They may 
move from the solitude of the desert 
where quietness helps create an 
awareness of God to the ocean 
where His presence and greatness is 
magnified by the sea. The refresh- 
ing, cleansing power of rain is a 
reminder that without the “water of 
life’ and cleansing from God life is 
meaningless. 

Sunshine recalls God’s_ splendor, 
and youth’s responsibility for re- 
flecting the light of Christ as the 
moon reflects the rays of the sun. 
In a garden youth are led to seek 
God and be receptive to His guid- 
ance. “The Lilies of the Field’? and 
“The Birds of the Air’ recall the 
loving provision and care of God 
for mankind and offer the person 
opportunity to worship in a spirit 
of gladness and appreciation for His 
compassion. 

These services are adapted for in- 
door or outdoor use and are ar- 
ranged for different occasions and 
hours of the day. The new life of 
spring reminds the worshiper of the 
living Christ; summer, the bounty 
and plenty of God’s world; autumn, 
God’s glory and blessing; and win- 
ter, the pureness and strength of 
Christ. 

Each service is a means by which 
youth may deepen their faith by 
growing in awareness of God and in 
spiritual values found through na- 
ture.—JOYCE MCGUIRE 


NEGLECTED QUALITY 
The Idea of Equality. Edited by 


George L. Abernethy. John Knox 
Press. 351 pages. $6. 


Those who speak and write will 
be particularly grateful for this an- 
thology on The Idea of Equality. 
In his introduction the editor ob- 
serves that of the democratic trin- 
ity liberty, equality and fraternity, 
equality has been more neglected 
by scholars than the other two. In- 
cluded in the anthology are selected 
statements on equality from the 
Old Testament, Greek philosophers, 
the New Testament and almost ev- 
ery great name in political and so- 
cial thought from ancient Greece to 
modern Washington. 
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Obviously Mr. Abernethy’s effort 
is an important contribution to the 
thinking of our time when millions 
are demanding racial, religious, so- 
cial, economic and political equal- 
ity—RoBERT A. FANGMEIER 


THE MEANING OF PRAYER 


The Praying Christ. By James G. 
S. S. Thomson. William B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company. 155 
pages. $3. 


If you have been discouraged by 
many of the recent books on prayer, 
take heart. Here is one rich in 
biblical content, with none of the 
nonsense which has characterized 
some recent treatises of this impor- 
tant theme. The author is an Old 
Testament professor, and he brings 
to his study of the prayer life and 
teachings of Jesus, the background 
of the religious books Jesus read 
as a boy, with new and rich insight. 

This is not an exhaustive treatise, 
yet there is a sense of completeness 
about it which is satisfying. For 
the more thorough student, he ap- 
pends a_ good bibliography. Dr. 
Thomson goes directly to the source 
of the greatest teaching and prac- 
tice of prayer, the example and 
guidance given by Jesus. He draws 
upon all four of the Gospels for his 
penetrating study, citing Luke as 
the one who gives greatest empha- 
sis to the prayer life of Jesus. 

The author begins with Jesus’ 
teaching on prayer, moves on to his 
practice of prayer then follows with 
expositions of Jesus’ great prayer 
in John 17 and the Lord’s Prayer. 
The two final chapters deal with the 
high-priestly ministry of Jesus and 
an answer to the all-important ques- 
tion: “What does all this mean for 
us?” He uses the familiar Old Tes- 
tament phrase, “wait on the Lord,” 
as the framework for setting forth 
the meaning of prayer in our own 
practice. 

Dr. Thomson finds a close corre- 
lation between this phrase and Je- 
sus’ teaching on prayer, using eight 
words to describe the pattern and 
qualities of prayer and “waiting on 
the Lord.” 

This book will reward any reader, 
but will reward the Christian pray-er 
more.—PAUL M. BoLMAN 
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FOR 


HOLIDAYS 


CANDLE FIGURINES 


(left) A beautiful decorating idea; Elegant red- 
gowned ceramic angels hold 15%” letters that 
spell ‘“‘NOEL."" On each letter is a holder for a 
candle. Angels are 4%,” high with gleaming 
gold hair and hand-painted faces. Set is com- 
plete with candles. Add a cheery note to your 
home! 99A873, $1.35 





HOLIDAY CANDLES 


(left) Here is a long-lasting candle 
to brighten your holiday season— 
to decorate your home or office. 
Through a new process, a tradi- 
tional Christmas scene is painted 
in white on colored glass. The 
candle inside burns 150 hours, 
glows through the glass for a 
beautiful, soft effect. 91%,” high; BIBLE TIT-TAT-TOE 

2%,” in diameter at base; 3%,” at (above) Stimulating new Bible quiz game for adults 
top. Lighting taper included. Post- and children over 8! Kit contains playing board 
age extra. Ruby, 99A967; Green, with movable category curtain, question rack for 
99A968 $1.50 each 10 categories and 1,000 questions. 99A945, $3.98 





“ETERNITY” CROSS 
(left) To enrich a Christian 
home; to give to the church 
or church school. Cross is 
5%” high; circle is 8” in di- 
ameter, %” thick (also avail- 
able in other sizes; write for 
information). Brass finish. 

45A568, $10.00 





MAGNAJECTOR 





(right) Pictures, maga- 
zines, books, anything 
up to 32” x 3” projects 
up to 4’ wide without 
film or negatives! Sturdy 

















THREE-DIMENSIONAL WALL PLAQUES construction; twin ad- 

(above) Truly inspiring reproductions of hand-carved originals peneets pecs erro : 

noted for their magnificent deail. In ebony softly highlighted dinery light bulb. UL ig oo” 
in tones of white. Deep frames. 8” x 10”. Individually approved. | ; 

boxed; with adjustable wall hangers. (left) The Messiah, 99A943, $7.95 

60A986; (right) Gethsemane, 60A987. $3.95 each 


Except as noted, cash orders are shipped postpaid. 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179 St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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LET’S TALK 


IT OVER 





QUESTION: As chairman of our 
Official board I have the responsi- 
bility of appointing a pulpit com- 
mittee. What kind of people 
should be appointed and what 
should be their procedure in secur- 
ing a new pastor? 


ANSWER: You may not have come 
to the right source for your in- 
formation but the very fact that 
you want to appoint the right peo- 
ple for this important task shows 
that you are Christian and not an 
inflated politician. I would like to 
be helpful if I have what it takes 
to render that service. 

Many churches have a worship 
committee or pulpit committee 
that functions the year round. 
However, I judge by your question 
that your church appoints a pul- 
pit committee only when there is 
to be a change of pastors. What 
kind of people should be asked to 
serve on such a committee? 

1. People who have the welfare 
of the church at heart rather than 
those who may want to please Mr. 
Bountiful who makes the largest 
pledge or Mrs. Sauer who is always 
finding fault with her pastor. Your 
new minister will need to be pas- 
tor of both these people but he 
is not to run for cover every time 
such people try to crack their 
whip. 

2. Your pulpit committee should 
be made up of people who have an 
abundance of good, common, horse 
sense. This statement may sound 
superfluous but questions which 
some pulpit committee members 
ask a prospective pastor show that 
they are either insensitive to the 
feeling of others or think they are 
members of a congressional in- 
vestigating committee. Foolish 
questions asked by some member 
of the pulpit committee can de- 


stroy the chance of a church get- 
ting a top-notch pastor. 

3. Your committee should be 
composed of people who will give 
full support to their pastor after 
he has been called. Nothing could 
be more discouraging to a new 
pastor than to find fhat the very 
persons who called him are either 
unwilling or unfit leaders of the 
church. 


For example, if, after the third 
Sunday, he finds that the chairman 
of the pulpit committee hears the 
call of the golf course each Sunday 
rather than the call of the church 
bell the pastor will wish he had 
not accepted the call. 


Furthermore, if he finds that the 
members of the pulpit committee 
dodge program responsibilities and 
even oppose an aggressive program 
of the church he will have many 
blue Mondays. 


There are always a few people 
in a church who are perfectly 
willing to have part in hiring and 
firing the minister but very unwill- 
ing to undergird his ministry with 
a clean life and supporting prayers. 

4. Your pulpit committee should 
be composed of people who are 
willing to study their job and seek 
counsel from people who are in a 
position to be of great help. There 
are books and pamphlets that out- 
line procedures for pulpit commit- 
tees. However, these will do no 
good if the members of the pulpit 
committee assume that they have 
superior knowledge and refuse to 
read these pamphlets. 

Your state secretary can be of 
great help. He has in his office 
certain information concerning the 
past record of most ministers. Pas- 
tors who have served near the 
minister under consideration can 
be of great help in answering ques- 
tions about the man’s abilities and 
integrity. 


by F. E. Davison 


5. Your committee should be 
people who know how to do team- 
work. Often one member of a 
committee flies to some faraway 
city to hear a sermon, becomes en- 
thusiastic because the minister has 
a good voice and a handsome ap- 
pearance. That member of the 
committee takes over and prac- 
tically calls the minister before he 
has any conference with other 
members of his team. That is 
bound to cause trouble and usually 
results in a wrong choice. 

Calling a pastor is a God-given 
task and should be done only after 
careful and prayerful teamwork 
on the part of the entire commit- 
tee. It perhaps should be stated 
that a pulpit committee is not a 
jury where one member can block 
the work of all the others. It is 
a group of church people who love 
the church and want to see the 
Church of Jesus Christ move for- 
ward. 


Church Chuckles 
by CARTWRIGHT 











“| think Henry can be re- 
deemed, Reverend, but you 
must do it in such a way that 
he won't suspect anything.” 








